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PARTY AND STATE 


PARTY MEMBERS URGED TO SPEAK OUT OK ISSUES OF RIGHT AND WRONG 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 15 Aug 81 p 3 


[Article by Hou Jueliang [0186 3635 5328]: "How Can Anyone ‘Acquiesce'’ in the Face 
of Controversial Issues?"] 


[Text] Amyone who has read Ouyang Xiu's [2962 7122 0208] "Letter to Imperial Censor 
Gao” will remember Gao Ruona [7559 5387 6077] as an imperial censor capable of pre- 
tending to be a "well-educated gentleman of rectitude." Although he could take an 
audacious stand on historical issues of right and wrong, he often declined comment 
on current issues of right and wrong for fear of getting himself into trouble. "This 
taciturn attitude made him appear just like any other person on the street." The 
attempt by Gao Ruona to pass himself off as a genuine "gentleman of rectitude" 
failed, because he could not daringly speak out on the controversial issues of the 
day. For this reason, Ouyang Xiu called him a man "guilty of failing to speak out." 


Of course, no communist is encouraged to "keep his mouth shut" in order to protect 
his own interests as Gao Ruona did. Communists must be openminded and above board, 
do justice to others, and make clear their attitudes and views. In this connection, 
Comrade Hu Yaobang said it well: "Communists should take a clear-cut stand on 
questions of principle and should uphold truth. Every party member should uphold the 
party spirit and be unequivocal in his position on questions of right and wrong which 
involve the interests of the party and the people, and should show clearly what he 

is for and what he is against." 


There are two categories of controversy: Minor and cardinal issues of right and 
wrong. Minor issues of right and wrong involve unprincipled disputes which are too 
insignificant to merit discussion. We can completely ignore them or refrain from 
embroiling ourselves in these minor issues of the day. But we must step forward to 
speak out on cardinal issues of right and wrong which involve the interests of the 
party and the people, [and we must] uphold principle and distinguish right from 
wrong. Communists must demonstrate their strong party spirit and take a strong 
stand for principle. There are "some people who may not feel indignant at seeing 
someone betraying the interests of the masses, who neither dissuade him nor stop him 
from doing so or reason with him, and who just let him do whatever he wishes." This 
attitude was criticized by Mao Zedong long ago. No communist should be inclined to 
adopt such an attitude. 

















Our efforts to encourage party members to speak out daringly on the tanuen of right 
and wrong will have a significant role to play in carrying forward the party's ex- 
cellent tradition, in resisting unhealthy trends, and in upholding the interests of 
the party and the people. An example is Communist Party member Li Haicheng [2621 
3189 2052], of the Hengshui Iron Works in Hebei. When he saw someone in the iron 
works abusing his authority and embezzling public property, he regarded it as a 
cardinal issue of wrongdoing and bravely exposed and reported it to the authorities 
concerned on 73 different occasions. During the struggle, he regarded himself as a 
master of his own country fearing neither criticism nor reprisals; this enabled him 
to overcome one difficulty after another in. upholding the party's principles and the 
interests of the state. This noble spirit of the highest order reflects the political 
consciousness of Communist Party members as well as their sense of responsibility. 
However, some other party members have failed to follow this approach. In the face 
of the cardinal issues of right and wrong, they often lose sight of party spirit and 
of their sense of principle. For example, some party members have failed to struggle 
against the unhealthy trend of violating the "Guiding Principles." They have even 
gone so far as to cover up [wrongdoing], to lobby on behalf of its proponents, and 

to harm comrades who have displayed a daring spirit to expose it. Some party members 
have taken an ambiguous attitude toward this matter. Regardless of who is right and 
who is wrong, they often punish both sides of an argument the same way, thus confusing 
right and wrong and encouraging the growth of the erroneous trend. Many comrades 
have also taken an evasive attitude toward issues of right and wrong. Although they 
know who is right and who is wrong, they often do not have the guts to speak out on 
such cases for fear of offending people. They often deliberately speak incoherently 
and behave awkwardly for the purpose of keeping their mouths shut so that they can 
bury the issues of right and wrong in their hearts. This taciturn attitude that they 
have adopted is entirely wrong and has nothing in common with the principles upheld 
by communists. 


In the feudal society, being a taciturn member is also viewed as disgraceful behavior. 
A lack of courage to speak out on the issues of right and wrong is not in the in- 
terests of the party and the people. Meanwhile, this attitude will have a demoral- 
izing impact on the will of party members and will relegate their status to that of 
common people. This is something that merits our serious attention! 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NECESSITY OF CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM EXPLAINED 
Beijing BANYUE TAN [SEMI-MONTHLY TALKS] in Chinese No 15, 10 Aug 81 pp 14-15 


[Article by Xue Zhongxin [5641 0022 2450}: "Criticism and Club Must Not Be 
Confused"] 


[Text] The moment criticism is mentioned, some people often think of the club. 
When a certain leader criticizes a comrade, ox when a certain newspaper criti- 
cizes a certain individual's words and deeds or work, there will be some who 
comment: "Here comes the club again!" It appears that criticizing is hitting 
with the club. Actually, correct criticism and hitting with a club are things 
of two different natures, and they must not be confused. 


Criticism and self-criticism are our party's good tradition ani serve as the 
weapon of seif-reform of the Communist Party members. Our party uses it to 
cleanse the dust from itself and overcome the defects and errors in work; it 
also uses it to educate our cadres and masses and strengthen the unity and 
fighting power of the revolutionary ranks. It is an indispensable component of 
normal democratic life. 


A produce of excessive struggling, the club is quite different; it is not cri- 
ticism advocated by us. In areas where the democratic life is abnormal, some 
people, under the erroneous leftwing influence, often one-sidedly magnify the 
disputes over the different views within the people or the defects and mistakes 
of some comrades, criticizing in exaggeration and bullying people on the 
strength of their power. People are terrified by the sight of the waving club. 


Our attitude is that there must be no clubbing and no repetition of the mis- 
takes of excessive struggling and aggravated class struggles. However, normal 
criticism must be deployed. For the prosperity and development of our cause, 
criticisms and self-criticisms must be regularly launched among our comrades, 
in order to foster an upright spirit and eliminate the evil trends. 


Currently, a prominent problem in our cadre ranks is that some leading comrades 
do not have a clear attitude in face of right and wrong. They have no courage 
to support the good and criticize the bad and, wavering and vague, they fail 

to manage and handle when they should. As a result, some areas and units fail 
to resist and combat the evil trends and promote the upright spirit. 














Why are some comrades not adept at using the weapon of criticism? One should 
say that, for a long time in the past, especially during the 10-year internal 
disorder, our party's good tradition of criticism and self-criticism encoun- 
tered serious disruptions. The excessive struggles left a lingering apprehen- 
sion, making people hesitate to either self-criticize or criticize. There are 
also some comrades who cannot be criticized. If anyone should criticize them, 
they would say: "You are hitting with a club!" Actually, they are holding a 
club in their hands to resist criticisms, constantly ready to wave it at the 
criticizer. Permitting countercriticism is a condition to promote healthy 
criticisms, but facts and reasons are also required. It is obviously wrong to 
turn criticism into a club to suppress democracy and dissents, but it is just 
as wrong to call criticism a club and reject it. 


We must realize that, when our party is vigorously bringing order out of chaos 
and rectifying the leftwing mistakes, the practice of hitting with a club has 

been greatly reduced, What requires attention at present is failing to criti- 
cize what sh ild be criticized, permitting the undesirable things to develop 
and spread. This situation must be changed. The leading cadres of the various 
levels and the broad masses should, instead of being lenient, justly criticize 
the bad things, undesirable phenomena and evil trends. The comrades with the 

courage to speak out, to criticize and to do work must be given active support. 


In upholding the four basic principles, the party's leadership comes first, 
while to uphold the party's leadership, we must use the effective weapon of 
criticism; we must not be weak and incompetent in face of right and wrong. In 
his speech at the party's 60th anniversary mass meeting, Comrade Hu Yaobang 
profoundly pointed out: "On the issues of principle, the Communist Party menm- 
bers must uphold the truth and have a clear stand. On the issues of right and 
wrong linked with the interests of the party and the people, each and every 
party member must uphold the party spirit and «:learly express his own attitude 
and what he supports and what he opposes. The rotten and mediocre practice of 
"everybody is good and harmony everywhere,‘ in disregard of principles, is 
incompatible with the proletarian essence of our party." All our party members 
must regularly examine themselves to determine how they are doing in this 
aspect. 


Naturally, we must start out from the practical in criticism, s2ek the truth 
from the facts, resort to reason, aim at helping people, and stress the method 
and the result, giving a rich educational significance to criticism, helping 
the comrades raise their awareness and rallying them to advance together. 

This alse is a valuable experience gained through many years of practice. 


The club to hit people must be laid down! The club against criticisms must be 
thrown away! The weapon of criticism to unite and educate the people must 
never be lost! 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ROLE OF CRITICISM, SELF-CRITICISM STRESSED 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 19 Aug 81 p 4 


[Article by Zhu Guocai [2621 0948 2088]: "Criticism and Self-Criticism Must Be 
Popularized"] 


[Text] What should be relied upon to resolve contradictions between the proletarian 
and nonproletarian ideologies and between the correct and incorrect ideas within the 
party? Practical experiences accumulated by our party over the years tell us that 
such contradictions can be resolved only by means of criticism and self-criticism. 
In making criticism and self-criticism, we can clean the dust that dirties our 
faces. We still live in a society where class struggle still exists to a certain 
extent along with the ideological influences of the exploiting classes and other 
nonproletarian classes and the undesirable phenomena of capitalism, feudalism and 
small production which still affect our daily lives and the organization of our 
party. The weapon of criticism and self-criticism is still indispensable to our ef- 
forts to keep our faces clean and immune to the dust, to free our society from con- 
tamination, and to bring vitality to our ruling party at all times. Through the ap- 
plication of the weapon of criticism and self-criticism, our party has taken a cor- 
rect attitude toward its achievements and errors and its merits and demerits, and 
has been successful in resisting the erosion of various erroneous ideas and in de- 
feating the enemy attacks with sugar-coated bullets. In this way, it has put itself 
in an invincible position and won wide popular support. However, today there are 
some comrades in the ranks of our party who have been out of touch with, forgotten, 
and even hated and resisted criticism and self-criticism. Some comrades do not dare 
criticize anyone for fear of offending him, reprisals from him and destroying their 
working relationship with him. Some comrades have become reluctant to criticize 
others who consider themselves as perfect as a fresh flower or an angry tiger whose 
backside no one dares to touch. By taking this erroneous attitude, they have 

caused the party harm and prevented themselves from making progress. Since we are 
committed to serve the party, the people and comrades, we must display a daring 
spirit to uphold principle, to exercise criticism and self-criticism, and to strug- 
gle against the unhealthy practices and evil winds affecting our party. We must 
persist in seeking truth from facts, adopt a friendly attitude toward the people and 
pay proper attention to our method and manner in the course of criticism. As long as 
we can do so, we will be able to win support from the party organizations and the 
overwhelming majority of comrades sind the broad masses. The fact that justice ai- 
ways prevails over the evil wind is an objective law governing the development of 
things. 











The exercise of criticism and self-criticism by the broad masses of people as the 
masters of their own country will pave the way for their participation in the man- 
agement of their country. The broad masses of people are entitled to criticize 

or to offer suggestions to party organizations et all levels. The party must ac- 
cept their supervision. This is also an important step taken by the party to 
sharpen their professional skills in managing the country, the economy and indus- 
try through training. Only in this way can they be encouraged to demonstrate their 
initiative and enthusiasm for managing their country and be provided opportunities 
to test, improve and strengthen their creative and innovative ability. Deprived of 
their right to criticize and supervise, the people's desire to innovate and display 
enthusiasm would be suppressed and the slogan “the people are masters of their own 
country" would become meaningless. In this way, our party may be in danger of los- 
ing basic support from the masses and may again commit grave mistakes. 


Of course, our program to launch criticism and self-criticism is aimed at improving 
the party leadership. For thi: reason, in providing criticism and self-criticism, 
we must adopt a serious and conscientious attitude, base criticism on facts, and 
exhibit a friendly manner. We must rectify existing mistakes without trying to 
hide and thus magnifying them. All forms of criticism should be offered in a well- 
reasoned way or with methods which emphasize persuasion and reasoning. Criticisms 
should be based on subjective speculations or aimed at intimidating others. Nor 
should we make far-fetched interpretations and unduly involve comrades at a higher 
or lower level in the course of criticism. When criticism and self-criticism are 
being popularized, excessive struggle should be avoided. 


The party must practice democracy as a fundamental guarantee to develop criticism 
and self-criticism. A climaté in which no critics should be punished and their ad- 
monitions should be encouraged is essential to the development of criticism and 
self-criticism. In this respect, our party has experienced both success and failure. 
During the Yanan rectification campaign, the correct application of criticism and 
self-criticism by our party was instrumental in leading it to sum up its experi- 
ences, to achieve unity among the comrades and to win victory in the liberation 
war. Since the party's Third Plenum, our party's excellent tradition of criticism 
and self-criticism has been revived and carried forward, and some new and useful 
experiences have been gained in this respect. As long as we can constantly elimi- 
nate erroneous ideas through the correct application of the weapon of criticism and 
self-criticism, we can certainly revitalize the organization of our party, overcome 
difficulties on the road ahead, and win new victories. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


TERMS ‘STRUGGLE SETWEEN TWO LINES,’ "LINE' TO BE AVOIDED 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 12 Aug 81 p 4 


[Article by Liu Mouyin [0491 5399 6892]: "Why Are We Going To Avoid Mentioning 
"Struggle Between the Two Lines’ and Also Shun the Term ‘Line’ Hereafter?"] 


[Text] The "Resolution" passed by the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party 
Central Committee does not use “struggle between the two lines” and also rarely uses 
the term "line." When it does mention “struggle between the two lines," the latter 
is usually prefixed with the words "so-called," with the result that a negative 
designation is understood. There is a reason for this. 


The reason is that the connotations of the so-cailed “struggle between the two lines" 
and “line” as concepts have not been very clear in the past. Viewed from the history 
of the international communist movement, Marx, Engels, and Lenin rarely used the 
term “line.” It is not used in their principal works; nor is any serious definitior 
given it in other works. Not until 1929 did Stalin, in his article "“Rightism in the 
CPSU (Bolshevik)," begin to raise the question of "line" to a very serious status. 


In the beginning, our party also rarely used the term “line.” Documents from the 
Second Congress through the Sixth Congress cid not use such a term. Oniy from the 
tixe of the “Letter From the Executive Cow.cil of the Communist International to the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Commumis’: Party on the Li Lisan Line” of October 
1930, which broached opposition to the Li Lisan line, did we begin more often to use 
terms like “line,” “mistaken line," “two-line struggle," etc. In the “Political 
Resolution” passed by the first party congress of the Central Soviet District in 
November 1931 alone, these terms were used in more than 70 places. A*ter Wang Ming 
came to control the leadership power, such usage became more and more mystical, and 
the more time passed, the more loosely the term “line” was used. During the "Cul- 
tural Revolution," such abuse [of the term] worsened to the point when one could sim- 
ply do whatever one pleased with it. One view was that in a socialist society, class 
struggle became more and more acute and drastic and was bound to be reflected within 
the party, and in essence it became an intraparty class struggle. Hence, “struggle 
against some line" became a constant and omnipresent ghost as regards “bourgeois 
reactionary line," "Liu-Deng line," “revisionist line," "opportunist line," etc., 
etc. And since a "line" was in question in each case, a large contingent of people, 
ranging from the chairman of the People's Republic above to the common folk below, 
sometimes numbering hundreds of millions, thus became involved. Whether they were 
workers, peasants, meritorious persons, labor models, or guod cadres, once they 














"executed" the so-called “Liu-Deng line," they became personalities of the dark line, 
and once they uttered any words incompatible with th» so-called “revolutionary line," 
they immediately became connected with the “reactionary line," whereby at a minimum 
they would be criticized or paraded cx the street with signboards hung on them, and 
at waximum they would be thrown into jail and put to death. This kind of “struggle 
against some line" subjected hundreds of millions of people to persecution, and our 
party and state sustained catastrophic losses as a result. 





Viewed from the hiscory of our party, we cannot reduce everything to a struggle be- 
tween two linen, either. Uecause the party's history has been compiex, every mistake 
has had its objective and subjective causes; as its degree has differed, its influence 
has varied. Therefore, we should analyze it from a dialetical-materialistic point 

of view and in the manner of seel.ing truth from facts, identifying whatever the 
probles really was and the degree to which it really proved erroneous, without in- 
fleaing it along the way, and recognizing the extent to which it might prove to be 
right, without any exaggeration or blind inflation. Only thus can we persuade others 
by way of reason, and only thus can our conclusions stand the test of history. But 
this was net the case in the past. Whoever committed a mistake within the party 
would have the label of “mistaken about the line” attached to him, and above him there 
would be many representative personalities and below him a iong train of elements 
mistaken about the line involved. This not only resulted in injuries to many penple 
but also created confusion about many party matters. In some cases ‘he judgment was 
too severe; in others it was too lenient; and in still others it was ‘urned upside 
down. It would be far from accurate to reduce the history of our party to a history 
of struggle between the two lines: in which event should the line be deemed mistaken, 
and in which event should it not? And during thes: struggles between the lines, who 
were correct and who were incorrect? When did a mi. taken line regin each time, 

and when did it end? Ali this is very harc to judge clearly. What in the past has 
been designated a so-called “struggle against some iine” is now often overturned. 

The more conspicuous cases in this regard includs those of Peng, Lo, Lu, and Yang, 
Peng, Huang, Zhang, and Zhou, and the so-called "Liu-Deng line." On one occasion 

it was Lo Zhanglong, while on another it was Zhang Guotao; both of them resorted to 
factional struggle in their attempts to set up a separate central authority. The 
designation of their cases as thos» of struggle between the two lines was by no 

means relevant, siace the nature of their cases was more serious than being mistaken 
about the line. The Gao and Rao incident was also similar to this. Apart from these, 
Qu Qiubai'e mistake lasted 3 months, and Li Lisan's mistake lasted Jers than half a 
year; the designation of theirs as cases of struggle between the two lines also calls 
for reconsideration. Also, as for the "Cultural Revolution,” if was unprecedented 

in the history of our party in both the nature and the sericusness of its mistakes; 
were we to follow propositions of the past, would it have been designated as “mistaken 
about the line?" In foregoing the designation cf “strugyte between the two iines" 
and followirg the principle of seeking truth from facts, the “Resolution” has already 
gone bevond the past concept of the so-called "struggle betweuu the two lines” in its 
analysis and appraisal of the mistaken nature of the “Cultural Revolution.” Such an 
attitude, based on seeking truth from facts, tallies with Marxist principles and is 
therefore bound to be able to stand the test of history. 


Naturally, this does not necessarily mean that the term “line” is not going to be 
used at all from now on. It may still be used on questions in such instances as 








"the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee established our cor- 
rect ideological line, political line, and organizational line" and "formulated our 
correct line, principles, and policies." But we must by no means ever use it in 
intraparty struggle, and the usage of the so-called "struggle between the two lines" 
should especially be completely proscribed from now on. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ARTICLE REVIEWS PROBLEMS, PROGRESS OF PARTY 
Beijing BANYUETAN [SEMI-MONTHLY TALKS] in Chinese No 13, 10 Jul 81 pp 10-26 


[Second part of an article by the editorial staff of the magazine: "The Great and 
Glorious 60 Years. First part of article not translated by JPRS. ] 


{Text] The 32 Years of Socialist Revolution and Socialist Construction 


If we hail the victory in the revolutionary struggle for new deomcracy in China 
as a great event, we must concede even greater glory to the victory in our social- 
ist revolution and the achievements in our socialist construction. In the same 
way our path to victory in the revolutionary struggle for new deomcracy, our path 
to victory in our socialist revolution and to our achievements in the socialist 
construction has not been perfectly straight, but a tortuous path. One may say 
that it has been a winding path to victory. 


The Great Achievements of 32 Years Since the Founding of the PRC 


Generally speaking, the history of the 32 years since the founding of the PRC by 
the CCP has been a history of tremendous successes brought about by the CCP, 
guided by Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, leading the whole people of 
various nationalities in carrying out socialist revolution and socialist construc- 
tion. Among all the achievements during these 32 years, the most important ones 
were the elimination of the exploitative system and the establishment of the 
socialist system. This is the most profound social change in Chinese history and 
is the foundation for all future progress and development in our country. 


Considered separately, the following are the 10 most important achievements brought 
about during these 32 years: 


1. We have established and consolidated the people's democratic dictatorship led 
by the working class and based on the worker-peasant alliance, namely, the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. This new type of state power, in which the people 
are the masters in their own house, is the fundamental guarantee for the building 
of a modern socialist country, prosperous and powerful, democratic and culturally 
advanced. 


2. We have achieved and consoiidated national unification of the county (apart 
from the fact that Taiwan and other islands have not yet been returned to the 
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motherland). We have achieved and consolidated the ‘great unity of the people of 
all nationalities. We have achieved and consolidated the great unity of the 
workers, peasants, intellectuals and people of other classes. On this foundation, 
we have formed and developed the broad united front of over 98 percent of the popu- 
lation, comprising all socialist working people and all patriots who support social- 
ism and all patriots who stand for the unification of the motherland, including 

our compatriots in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao and all overseas Chinese. 





3. We have defeated one by one the aggression, armwed provocation, sabotage and 
menancing threats of imperialism and hegemonism and safeguarded our country's 
security and independence. We have won a great victory in the resist-America, 
support-Korea war and further great victories in the self-defense counter attacks 
in protecting the border regions of our fatherland. 


4. After taking over bureaucrat-capital enterprises and recovering enterprises 

run by foreign monopolistic capital, we have established and developed a socialist 
state-run economy in the leading position and basically completed the socialist 
transformation of the private ownership of the means of production into public 
ownership and put into practice the principle of “to each according to his work," 
thus eliminating the system of exploitation. The exploiting class as a class does 
not exist anymore. The overwhelming majority of those who belonged to the exploit- 
ing class have been remolded and have become workers who live by their own labor. 


5. In our well-planned industrial construction we have achieved important suc- 
cesses and set up an independent and fairly comprehensive industrial complex and 
economic system, thus laying a matetial foundation of considerable proportions for 
the realization of the four modernizations. In 1980, the fixed assets of the 
whole country's industry exceeded 410,000 million yuan, which is over 30 times 

the total accumulations of old China during the last 100 years. 


6. Conditions in our country's agricultural production have experienced a re- 

markable change, resulting in big increases in production. The amount of land 

under irrigation has grown from 230 million mu to 675 million mu. Flooding by 

big rivers has been brought under initial control. Farm mechanization, the use 

of chemical fertilizers and electricity has be@m greatly expanded. In 1980, 

the total output of grain was nearly double compared to that of 1952, and cotton . 
output was more than doubled, thus basically guaranteeing sufficient food and 

clothing for our population of almost 1 billion. 


7. Considerable progress has been registered in our education, science, culture, 
public health and physical culture. In the past 32 years, we have educated 
nearly 9 million men with specialized knowledge or skills. We have mastered 
nuclear technology, man-made satellites and rocket technology, which clearly 
demonstrates the important and great progress achieved by our country's science 
and technology. Great improvements are evident in our people's cultural level, 
their physique and health; the pre-liberation average life expectancy of 35 years 
has been almost doubled. 


8. Due to developments in our economic and cultural undertakings, the living 
conditions of the people have been remarkably improved compared with conditions 
before liberation. The average number of those employed in an employee or workers’ 
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family was 1.33 persons in 1957; this figure increased to 2.35 persons in 1980. 
The average consumption of a person in 1980 is almost double that of 1952, with 
due consideration for commodity price increases. 


9. The People's Liberation Army has grown from a single ground force to a compo- 
site army, including naval and air forces and other technical branches. Their 
training and technical equipment has been very much improved and raised to a high 
degree of perfection. The PLA has made tremendous contributions in supporting and 
protecting the socialist revolution and the socialist construction. 


10. Our country's international position and role has been greatly enhanced. Our 
country has established diplomatic relations with 124 countries and has economic 
and cultural relations with many more countries. Our country has recovered its 
seat in the United Nations and in the Security Council. The Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence which our country initiated and upheld, have alreaily become 
the generally acknowledged norm for international relations. Great and important 
contributions have been made by our pepole toward international peace and the 
progress of mankind. : 


These great acheivements, brought about in the 32 years since the establishment 
of the PRC, are universally acknowledged and cannet be denied by anyone. However, 
these achievements are only initial achievements; they could have been much 
greater, were it rot for a number of mistakes that we committed, including such 
grievous mistakes as the "Great Cultural Revolution" lasting 10 years, we have 
therefore no reason at all to be self-satisfied. As to the shortcomings and mis- 
takes that we have committed in the course of our achievements and our work, we 
must adopt an attitude of "developing successes and overcoming shortcomings," 
emancipating the mind, making full use of our brains, seeking truth from facts 
and uniting as one in looking forward to the future. In this manner we shall 
gain even greater victories. 


The Tortuous Path to Victory That We Have Trod 


Since the establishment of the PRC, our path of gaining the various achievements 
has been a tortuous one. Similar to what happened during the stage of the demo- 
cyatic revolution, we have experienced two victories and two defeats during the 
stage of socialist revolution and socialist construction. Only after the many 
experiences of the 2 victories and 2 defeats were summed up by our party after 

it had smashed the "gang of four" and particular since the 30 Plenum of the llth 
CCP Central Committee, were we able to gain a considerably more profound knowledge 
of the objective laws of socialist construction and to find the correct path for 
the construction of socialism adapted to the special condition of our country. 


The history of the 32 years since the establishment of the PRC can be divided into 
four periods, 7 years of basic completion of the socialist transformation, 10 
years of initially building socialism in all spheres, the decade of the "Great 
Cultural Revolution" and the 5 years since the smashing of the “gang of four." 


The first period comprises the 7 years from the establishment of the PRC in 

October 1949 to 1956. These were the 7 years when our party led the various nation- 
alities of the whole people in acocmplishing the main socialist transformation, 

thus gaining brillia:t victories. 
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In the first 3 years after the inception of the PRC, we cleared the mainland of 

the remnant forces of the Kuomintang reactionaries and of bandits. In a movement 
to suppress counterrevolutionaries, we eliminated the main force of the counter- 
revolutionary elements, established and consolidated the people's democratic regime, 
confiscated bureaucrat-capitalist enterprises and transformed them into state-owned 
socialist enterprises. We carried out agrarian reform in the new liberated areas, 
launched the “three-anti" and "five-anti" movements and guided private commerical 
and industrial enterprises on to the well-developing track of state capatilism. 

In these 3 years we restored the national economy which had suffered grievous 
losses during the extended period of fighting and increased agricultural and indus- 
trial production to levels far above any in all our past history. Under the 
guidance of the party's general line for the transitional period, based on pro- 
posals by Comrade Mao Zedong, we began in a planned manner the socialist construc- 
tion and the systematic socialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and 
capitalist industry and commerce. 


In this period, our party creatively proceeded on a path of socialist transformation 
which was suited to China's special conditions. This was a method of peaceful and 
gradual transition which realized the social transformation of agriculture, 
handicrafts and capitalist industry and commerce and which at the same time was 
the road toward the transformation of the economy and transformation of man. These 
three kinds of transformation were in the main completed by 1956. There were 
certain shortcomings in this work. From the summer of 1955 onward, we were too 
hasty in pressing agricultural cooperation, our work was done carelessly and the 
forms were over-simplified and overstandardized. In 1956, too many capitalist 
industrial and commercial enterprises and individual industrial and commercial 
enterprises were eliminated through merges. There were these and other cases of 
inappro, riate actions. But on the whole, it was definitely a historic victory 

to have effected, and fairly smoothly and rapidly, so profound and difficult a 
change in the social and economic system in so vast an eastern country with a 
population of several hundred million and with its very complex conditions. 


The main goals of our First 5-Year Plan, starting in 1953, were also fulfilled 1 
year in advance in 1956 through our own efforts, assisted by the Soviet Union and 
other friendly countries. A number of basic industries, essential for the country's 
industrialization, were builtup. In 4 years, the average annual incrwase in the 
total value of agriclutural output was 4.8 percent. During this period, the 
people's livelihood improved perceptibly. 


In April 1956, Comrade Mao Zedong made his sppech "On the Ten Major Relationships," 
in which he initially summed up our country's successful experiences in socialist 
construction, set forth the correct way for dealing with contradictions in the 
socialist society, mobilized all active elements, and as far as possible turned 
passive elements into active elements to undertake the basic task of building 

a modern, great, socialist country. In September 1956, the party's Eighth National 
Congress correctly declared, based on the above-mentioned guiding ideology of 
Comrade Mao Zedong, that the contradictions between the working class and the 
bourgeoisie had already been basically solved, that the socialist system had been 
basically established in our country and that from now on the main task of the 
whole party and the whole people was to concentrate our strength on developing 

the social productive forces to build a modern socialist country. The congress 
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also emphasized that strengthening the party was to be a question of properly 
building up the governing party, and demanded that the whole party uphold the 
principle of seeking truth from facts, carry out the line of the masses, strengthen 
democracy within the party and among the people, strengthen collective leadership 
and oppose the personality cult and abritrary decisions by individuals. The 
political, ideological and organizationl policies laid down by the party's Eighth 
National Congress were correct. 


The second period comprise the 10 years from the basic completion of the social- 
ist transformation to just before the “Great Cultural Revolution." These were 

10 years in which our country began building socialism in all spheres. In these 
10 years, we continued to achieve tremendous successes, although our lack of ex- 
perience made us commit mistakes and suffer setbacks, but we also corrected our 
mistakes. Comparing 1966 with 1956, our country's fixed industrial assets in- 
creased 3 times, the value of the total industrial output increased 1.7 times. 

The output of such major industrial products as cotton yarn, coal, electricity, 
crude oil, steel, etc. increased tremendously. Beginning in 1965, self-sufficiency 
was achieved in petroleum. New industries such as electronic and petrochemical 
industries were established. Testing an atomic bomb was successful . Outstan- 
ding results were also achieved in the fields of education, science, literature, 
public health and physical culture. The material and technological foundation 
that we rely on in today's work of modernization was to a great part built up 
during these 10 years. The backbone of the contingents working throughout the 
country in the fields of economics and culture were also trained during that 
period. This shows the guiding aspect of the party's work during that period. 

It would be a mistake to ignore or underestimate the achievements under this guid- 
ing aspect. 


On the other hand, there have been serious faults in the work of the party during 
these 10 years with regard to the guiding policy. The work of the party proceeded 
in a tortuous way, namely passing through a progression of correct action, mis- 
takes, correction of mistakes and return to a correct line. 


Nineteen fifty-seven was one of the years that saw the best results in economic 
work since the founding of the PRC due to the conscientious implementation of the 
correct line formulated at the Eighth National Congress of the party. Im February 
1957, Comrade Mao Zedong made his speech "On the Correct Handling of Contradic- 
tions Among the People," in which he propounded his doctrine, rich in original, 
creative ideas, on how to handle correctly the two kinds of social contradictions 
and in which he provided important ideological guidance for a correct way of 
carrying out socialist construction. In April of the same year, he launched a 
rectification campaign throughout the party with the theme of how to handle cor- 
rectly contradictions among the people and he mobilized the masses to present 
criticism and suggestions to the party, and he acheived good results in these 
endeavors. When an extremely small group of bourgeois rightists seized the op- 
portunity t+, attack the party and the socialist system, it was only correct 

and necessary to launch a struggle against and to criticize the extremely small 
group of rightists who actually existed. However, the scope of this antirightist 
struggle was overly extended in a serious way and a large number of intellectuals, 
patriotic people and cadres were unjustifiably labeled "rightists," with unfor- 
tunate consequences. 
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In 1958, due to our lack of experience in socialist construction and due to the 
fact that Comrade Mao Zedong and many leading comrades, both at the center and in 
the localities, had become smug about their successes, overestimated the socialist 
transformation in its effect on liberating productive forces, overestimated man's 
subjective will and the effect of subjective efforts, were impatient for quick 
results and launched the Great Leap Forward and the movement for rural people's 
communes without carefui investigation and study. This resulted in such leftist 
errors as excessive production norms, arbitrary directives, boastful exaggerations 
and the stirring up of a “communist wind;" all these evils spreading unchecked in 
a very serious way. From the end of 1958 to the early stage of the Lushan meeting 
of the Political Bureau of the party's Central Committee in July 1959, Comrade Mao 
Zedong led the whole party in effecting a rectification of the errors that had 
already been recognized. However, in the later part of the meeting the rectifica- 
tion began to take a wrong turn, mistakenly criticized Comrade Peng Dehuai and 
mistakenly changed course in the nationwide “antirightist" movement. This erroneous 
s truggle gravely undermined innerparty democracy and prolonged and aggravated the 
above-mentioned leftist mistakes. It was mainly due to errors committed by our- 
selves during the { years, from 1958 to 1960, together with natural calamities 
during that time and the scraping of contracts by the Soviet Government that our 
economy encountered serious difficulties between 1959 and 1961, which caused 
serious losses to our country and our people. 


From the winter of 1960 on, the Central Committee of the party and Comrade Mao 
Zdeong set about rectifying the leftist errors in rural work and decided on a 
principle expressed in the eight characters “readjustment, consolidation, filling 
out, raising standards" for the economy as a whole. A number of correct policies 
and resolute measures were worked out and put into effect with Comrades Liu Shaogqi, 
Zhou Enlai, Chen Yun and Deng Xiaoping in charge. The leftist mistakes in the 
economic construction were basically rectified and the difficulties overcome. Be- 
tween 1961 and 1966, the national economy underwent a smooth and rapid readjustment, 
recovered and made further progress. 


However, the leftist errors were not fully eradicated in the guiding ideology that 
governed the economic construction and developed even in greater strength in other 
areas. At the 10th Plenary Session of the 8th CCP Central Committee in September 
1962, Comrade Mao Zedong widened and absolutized the class struggle that still 
exists within certain limits in socialist society. As early as 1957, after the 
antirightist struggle, he refuted the assessment of the party at the Eighth 
National Congress to the effect that the contradiction between the working class 
and the bourgeoisie had already been basically resolved. He expressed the opinion 
that after basically completing the socialist transformation, the contradiction 
between the working class and the bourgeoisie remained the principal contradiction 
At that time, he believed that this contradiction will exist throughout the entire 
historical period of socialism, and he concluded that throughout the entire his- 
torical period of socialism there will exist the danger of a capitalist restoration. 
In January 1965, the mistake was made of setting forth as a key problem the recti- 
fication of "those party persons in power taking the capitalist road." From 1963 
to early 1966, the “four clean-ups" movement was launched, under the guiding 
ideology of an exaggerated seriousness of the class struggle, in about one-third 
of all the villages and at the grassroots of a small number of cities, as a result 
of which many cadres at the grassroots level were unjustly attacked. At that time, 
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these mistakes still remained restricted in scope, and the mistaken theoretical 
views referred to earlier were also not fully implemented, but the development of 
these deviations in actual practice and of the theoretical mistakes finally led 

to the eruption of the "Great Cultural Revolution." As shown, the path traversed 
by the party during these 10 years has been a tortuous and complex one. It would 
be a further mistake to ignore the lessons that can be learned from this tortuous 
path. 


The third period is the decade of the "Great Cultural Revolution." In these 10 
years, the party and the country suffered the most severe setbacks and the heaviest 
losses since the inception of the PRC. The facts prove that the "Great Cultural 
Revolution" was a one-time comprehensive and long-term leftist-deviationist mis- 
take. In launching the "Great Cultural Revolution,"Comrade Mao Zedong was com- 
pletely mistaken in his assessment of the situation and in the policies and methods 
that he adopted. The "Great Cultural Revolution” can in no sense be called a 
revolution, it was rather an internal turmoil which had our own people fighting 
our own people. It was a mistaken move by the leadership, which was exploited by 
counterrevolutionary cliques. It was an internal disturbance which brought 
grievous calamity to the party, the state and the people of all the various 
nationalities. The main responsibility for the grave leftist error of the “Great 
Cultural Revolution," an error comprehensive in magnitude, does indeed lie with 
Comrade Mao Zedong, but it was the error of a great revolutionary. His case is 
quite different in character from the reactionary. plotting of such a band as Lin 
Biao's or Jiang Qing's. Comrade Mao Zedong paid constant attention to overcoming 
shortcomings in the life of our party and of our state, but he failed to make a 
correct analysis of many problems and arrived at mistaken conclusions. He con- 
fused right and wrong and confused the enemy and the people with unfortuante con- 
sequences for the party and the people. He started the "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion" due to a conceptional mistake. While persisting in the comprehensive mis- 
take of the "Great Cultural Rev lution," he checked and rectified some of its 
excesses, protected some leading cadres of the party and nonparty public figures. 
As soon as he discovered an unjust, false or erroneous accusation, he would take 
corrective measures to redress the injustice. He led the struggle to smash the 
counterrevolutionary Lin Biao clique. He criticized and exposed Jiang Qing, Zhang 
Chungiao and others, frustrating their wild ambitions to seize supreme leadership. 
All this was crucial to the subsequent successful overthrow of the "gang of four" 
and to putting an end to the upheaval of the "Great Cultural Revolution." Comrade 
Mao Zedong always remained alert to safeguarding the independence and security 

of our country, he carried out a correct foreign policy, supported the just strug- 
gle of all peoples and in his later years outlined a correct strategy to organize 
a broad international united front against hegemonism. During the "Great Cultural 
Revolution" our party was not destroved and was able to maintain its unity. The 
State Council and the PLA were still able to do much effective work. The founda- 
tion of our socialist system remained intact and it was possible to continue 
socialist economic construction. Our country remained united and exerted a sig- 
nificant influence on international affairs. All these facts are inseparable 

from the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong. It is entirely wrong to think that 
Comrade Mao Zedong was totally wrong in everything he did during his later years 
because of the grave mistake of the “Great Cultural Revolution." Considering his 
whole revolutionary life, his merits by far outweigh his faults. His merits are 
the primary factor, his faults secondary. 
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The struggle waged by the party and the people against leftist errors and against 
the counterrevolutionary Lin Biao and Jiang Qing cliques during the "Great Cultural 
Revolution" was arduous and full of twists and turns, but the struggle has never 
stopped. Rigorous tests have proved that the older generation of revolutionaries, 
the overwhelming majority of cadres and party members and the overwhelming majority 
of the people were Joyal to the party and to the cause of socialism. It was 
precisely due to their joint struggle that the havoc wrought by the "Great Cul- 
tural Revolution” was mitigated to a certain degree. Despite tremendous losses, 
our national economy could register some progress and basic construction could 

also gain important achievements. In the field of science and technology, the 
achievements were successfully testing a hydrogen bomb and successfully launching 
and retrieving man-made satellites. A new situation was also created outside 

the party organization. On and around the Qing Ming festival of 1976, millions 

of people mourned the death of Premier Zhou Enlai and in a revolutionary move 
denounced the plot of the "gang of four" to usurp the party and state power. A 
great mass base was established in this way for the overthrow of the “gang of 
four." 


The fourth period comprises the 5 years following the smashing of the “gang of 
four" in October 1976. The smashing of the “gang of four" and the conclusion of 
the upheaval of the "Great Cultural Revolution" are a great turning point in 
history and constitute a great victory for the party and the people. From then on 
our country entered the new era of socialist construction by undertaking the four 
modernizations. The 5 years that have already passed may again be divided into 
an earlier and later section, taking the 3rd Plenary Session of the llth CCP 
Central Committee as the dividing point. 


In the 2 years preceding the Third Plenary Session, large numbers of cadres and 
other people most enthusiastically devoted themselves to the struggle of exposing 
and criticizing the “gang of four" and to the task of construction. In these 2 
years excellent results were achieved in the overwhelming majority of places 
throughout the country in exposing and repudiating the counterrevolutionary crimes 
of the Jiang Qing clique and in uncovering their counterrevolutionary factional 
setup. The consolidation of the party and the state organizations and the redress 
of some cases of wrongs suffered by those who were unjustly, falsely and wrongly 
charged was begun. Industrial and agricultural production was fairly swiftly 
restored. Work in education, science, literature, public health, physical culture 
and other fields began to return to normal. However, the progress of these 2 
years was one of the stops and starts. Comrades inside and outside the party 
demanded more and more strongly that the errors of the “Great Cultural Revolution" 
be thoroughly corrected, but such demands met with serious resistance. The re- 
habilitation of veteran cadres and the process of redressing the wrongs suffered 
by those who were unjustly, falsely and wrongly charged (including the Tian-an- 
men cases), an occurrence unique in its extent throughout history, met with delays 
and obstructions. This, of course, was due to the fact, as the Third Plenary 
Session pointed out in its “Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our 
Party Since the Founding of the PRC", that the political and ideological confusion 
created in the decade-long "Great Cultural Revolution" could not be eliminated in 
a short time, but it was also due to the leftist errors in the guiding ideology 
that Comrade Hua Guofeng continued to commit in his capacity as Chairman of the 
CCP Central Comittee. He promoted, and stalled in correcting, the erroneous 
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“two-whatevers" policy, which was, "firmly to uphold whatever policy decisions 
Chairman Mao made, and unswervingly to adhere to whatever instructions Chairman 
Mao gave." This actually meant that he wanted to uphold a policy based on the 
mistaken theories, viewpoint and principles held by Comrade Mao Zedong in his 
later years. He continued the personality cult of the past and fabricated and 
accepted a new personslity cult around himself. Under his deluding influence, 

the llth CCP Party Congress that convened in August 1977, though correctly deciding 
on the four modernizations as the core task, did not rectify, but rather continued 
to reaffirm the mistakes of the "Great Cultural Revolution." The impatience to 
show quick results in economic work and the continuation of other leftist policies 
continued to inflict losses on the party and the state. For all this, he bears 

a heavy responsibility. 


The Third Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee in December 1978 
reflected the strong hopes of the whole party and the whole people to begin a 
comprehensive and earnest rectification of all the leftist mistakes committed 
during and before the "Great Cultural Revolution," and also to put an end to the 
situation in which the party had been advancing haltingly in its work during the 
past 2 years. This plenum resolutely rectified the mistaken policy of the “two- 
whatevers," firmly discarded slogans such as "Take class struggle as the key link," 
and made the strategic decision to shift the focus of work throughout the whole 
party to the socialist modernizations. It declared that the whole party must pay 
attention to solving the problem of serious imbalances between the branches of the 
national economy, that the structure of economic management must be reformed and 
economic democracy introduced, and adopted a resolution for acceleration of agri- 
cultural development. It stressed the task of perfecting socialist democracy and 
of strengthening the socialist legal system. It investigated and redressed a num- 
ber of major unjust, false and wrong cases in the history of the party and settled 
the controversy on the rights and wrongs, merits and demerits of some prominent 
leaders. It also elected additional members to the party's central leading organs. 
All these resolutions of the plenum signified that the party had truly begun to 
restore order out of chaos in the theoretical field as well as in the field of 
political policies, that it reestablished and developed one step further the 
Marxist policies of the Eighth National Congress, represented by Comrade Mao Zedong. 


The 3rd Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee was a meeting of great 
historical significance, outstanding among all meetings since the establishment 

of the PRC. Following that plenum, the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth Plenums and other 
important meetings of the party continued to solve the many problems left over 

from the past as well as to solve creatively many new problems arising in the 

course of actual practics., For instance, the readjustment and reform of the nation- 
al economy, the leadership system of the party and the state, etc., achieving 

as excellent an economic and political situation as has seldom been achieved since 
the founding of the PRC. 


Energetically Strive to Build a Modern, Highly Democratic, Highly Cultured Powerful 
Socialist Country 


The objective of our party's energetic endeavors in the new era of socialist con- 
struction is to turn our country into a powerful socialist country, materially 
modern, politically democratic and spiritually cultured. The fundamental aim of 
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our summing up the historical experience of the 32 years since the founding of the 
PRC is to further concentrate the will and strength of all party comrades and the 
whole people on the accomplishment of this great objective on the basis of uphold- 
ing the socialist road, upholding the people's democratic dictatorship, that is, 

the dictatorship of the proletariat, upholding the leadership of the Communist 
Party, and upholding Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, these four basic 
principles. The four basic principles constitute the common political basis for 

the unity of the whole party and the unity of the people of all nationalities 
throughout the country. They are also the basic guarantee for victory in our under- 
taking of socialist modernization, we must certainly uphold then! 


The first of the four basic principles is to uphold the socialist road, the other 
three concern indispensable conditions for upholding the socialist road. Socialism 
alone can «ave China. This is the correct conclusion drawn by the Chinese people 
from their experience over the past century or so; it likewise constitutes the 
most fundamertal historical experience in the 32 years since the founding of the 
PRC. Advancing on the socialist road has already produced tremendous changes in 
the political, spiritual and economic life of our people, manifesting in every 
respect the superiority of the socialist system. Workers, peasants, working in- 
tellectuals and other people who had all along been pushed into the lowest level 
of society have now stood up and become the masters of society. This brought 
about a radical change in the social and political structure of China. This vic- 
tory of the people is of inestimable significance. Following the socialist road 
has brought a understanding of the true meaning and value of life to the people of 
various nationalities throughout the country, first of all to the millions of pro- 
gressive men, namely that it is to eradicate classes, liberate mankind and bring 
benefit to them, all the lofty ideals of socialism and communism, which will allow 
them to gain a true spiritual liberation and become conscious human beings and 
noble-minded persons. It is precisely this spirtual liberation which will raise 
the ideological level of our nation to unprecedented heights. This spiritual 
liberation must also not be underestimated. Following the socialist road has 
already begun to show developments in our national economy and culture; we have 
achieved in « little over 30 years what old China could not achieve in several 
hundred years. Our population cf almost 1 billion is truly beginning to reap the 
tangible material and cultural benefits. In this respect the superiority of the 
socialist system is also initially but effectively being manifested. It is true 
that we committed many mistakes in the course of these 32 years, but out party 

and our people, relying on their own strength, discovered and corrected these mis- 
takes, and furthermore drew useful lessons from them. This is truly evidence 

that the socialist system has a strong vitality and will never suffer defeat. 


Of course, our socialist system is still in its initial stage, it is not yet 
perfect, To bring it from imperfection to perfection will of necessity require 

a lengthy process, but the important thing is that the firm ice has been broken, 

a navigable channel opened up and the route has been charted. Since the Third 
Plenary Session, our party, based on the repeated’summing up of the many historical 
experiences, positive and negative, since the founding of the PRC, has already 
gradually found a correct path for the socialist construction fitted to the special 
conditions of our country. This road is, in summary: uniting the various nation- 
alities of the whole country, mobilizing all positive factors, working with one 
heart and one mind, seeking truth from facts, planning a well-proportioned develop- 
ment of the economy, politics and culture, achieving greater, faster, and better 
economic results, and building a modern, highly democratic, highly cultured power- 
ful socialist country. 
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The last part of what was just said explains the great objective we are striving 
for. The powerful socialist country that we have set forth as our objective has 
three important special features: 


1. In material respects it must be modernized. Modernization refers to the four 
modernizatious, namely of agriculture, industry, science and technology, and our 
national defense, of which we have been talking all along. The country's moderni- 
zation implies the fullest development of the production forces. If we want our 
socialist system to have a solid material basis, if we want to fully satisfy the 
datly growing material and cultural needs of the people and have them all live 
prosperous and happy lives, if we want to strengthen our national defense to 
resist the aggression of all imperialists and hegemonists and if we want finally 

to eliminate class and social disparities, it is necessary to effect the moderni- 
zation of the country. To carry out economic construction and realize socialist 
modernization of the country is the central task of the whole party as determined 
by the party's 8th National Congress and in Comrade Mao Zedong's articles "On the 
10 Major Relationships" and "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the 
People." If we make economic construction our central task and if we proceed in 
this work according to the economic laws, our economic construction will experience 
a speedy and solid development and the livelihood of the people will experience 

a remarkable improvement year by year. If we abandon economic construction as our 
central task, to be assaulted and interfered with by “Take class struggle as the 
key link" political movements, we will not be able to enjoy the long-term social 
stability required for the realization of the four modernizations, and our socialist 
construction will suffer reverses and defests. The resolution of the 3rd Plenary 
Session of the llth CCP Central Committee, shifting the focal point of work for 
the whole nation to the socialist modernizations, is eminently significant pre- 
cisely in this respect. It gives a new, corrected direction to our socialist 
construction. We are firmly determined to uphold this strategic shift from now on; 
there definitely must not be another shift! 


2. The socialist country that we wish to build is politically to have a high degree 
of democracy. The so-called high degree of democracy is one in which the people 
have become the true masters of the state and of society, that is, the workers, 
peasants, intellectuals and other people are really able to administer the state 
(from grassroots to central authorities), to administer the economic and cultural 
affairs and also able fully to cultivate their own individualities and skills. 
Only if a degree of high democratization is achieved, will it suit the political 
superstructure of a socialist public-ownership economy based on modern large-scale 
indastry, and only then will it guarantee and promote a political superstructure 
of rapidly and solidly developing social productive forces. Socialism is not only 
an economic system, not only a system of public ownership of the means of produc- 
tion, but also a political system, namely one with a high degree of democracy 
where the people are truly masters in their own house. Under socialism, the most 
essential content of our party's guidance of the life of the state is to support 
and guide the people to be masters in their own house. If we do not make efforts 
to achieve this goal, the character of the state and of our society will undergo 
a change. 


Since its inception, the Chinese Communist Party has fought hard for democracy 
and freedom for the people. In the course of struggle with powerful enemies, our 
party has come to realize that the enemy can be defeated and victory in the 
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revolution can be gained only if a full measure of democracy is developed among the 
people and among the revolutionary ranks andonly if the masses are fully aroused 
to action. From 1927 on, a proletarian army was therefore built up that entirely 
served the people. Ever since the establishment of revolutionary bases and demo- 
cratic regimes of workers and peasants, our party built up its own revolutionary 
democratic tradition wihtin the party, the army and in the life of the state. 

For several decades, our party and Comrade Mao Zedong have made reliance on the 
masses and taking the line of the masses as their own guidelines in work and in 
cognition. Comrade Mao Zedong has clearly pointed out that the only main method 
of preventing a corrosion and deterioration of our party and the new people's 
regime is to truly foster democracy, to have the masses administer the state and 
supervise the government. Comrade Maw Zedong has furthermore clearly pointed out 
that a socialist state must guarantee the right of the people to truly administer 
the state and manage all economic and cultural affairs because this is the 
greatest and most basic right of the workers under a socialist system. Judging 
from actual conditions, our party, prior to 1957, gave much attention to fostering 
democracy within the party and in the life of the country; at that time the politi- 
cal life of the party and of the state was lively and vigorous. However, later, 
due to the mistake committed by our party and by Comrade Mao Zedong of overex- 
tending the class struggle and to the fact that we regarded as a good form in 
fostering democracy what actually was the mistaken idea of the “four greats," 
namely “speeking out, airing views fully, holding great debates and writing big- 
character posters." This was a method of catching in a kind of encirclement 
people who are under criticism and of suppressing democracy, because of this true 
democracy in the life of our country and within the party gradually came to suffer 
serious harm. This made us basically guilty of the mistake of becoming separate 
from the masses and from reality. Similarly, our socialist construction suffered 
progressively severe damage. Mindful of just these historical experinces, positive 
as well as negative, the 3rd Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee 
pointed out emphatically that it is our task to establish a perfect socialist 
democracy and to strengthen the socialist legal system. The Fifth Plenary Session 
even more strongly put forward the proposal that a high degree of democracy must 
be part of the whole people's overall task of building socialisn. 


3. The socialist state that we want to build is to be one of a highly advanced 
culture. Socialism is a type of social system and a doctrine in support of the 
socialist social system; it is a kind of lofty idea conceraing the value of man, 

an idea that is highly cultured. The objectives of socialism are the elimination 
of classes, the liberation of mankind and bringing benefit to mankind. The core 
and basic point in Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought is service to the people. 
Only with Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought can there be a correct resolution 
of the contradictions between the individual and the collective entiry and between 
the individual and society which have existed all through the ages in the social 
life of mankind and which may exist even after the abolition of classes. Marxix 
believes, on the one hand, that the individual can attain freedom only within the 
collective entiry and furthermore only through the strength of the collective 
entiry, and, on the other hand, that in the new society after the abolition of 
classes, the development of each man's freedom is the condition for the development 
of freedom of all men. The maxim of communism is therefore: “One for all and all 
for one." When summing up the experiences of the Paris Commune, Marx stated that 
the leaders of the commune had been servants of the people and responsible public 
servants of society. Comrade Mao Zedong emphatically pointed out that serving 
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the people is the fundamental purpose of every party member and of all revolutionaries 
and he furthermore inculcated this viewpoint in all cadres, party members and the 
people. He pointed out: “Serving the people wholeheartedly, uot separating from 
the masses for even one moment, starting out in everything from the interests of 
the peopie and not starting out from the interests of an individual or a small group, 
a unanimity of holding oneself responsible to the people and to the leadership 
organs of the party, this is precisely our point of (eparture." Comrade Mao Zedong 
has taught us that we must have the spirit of communists to benefit others without 
the slightest egotism. He said: “Men differ in their abilities, but as long as 

a man has this spirit, he is noble, pure, moral, dissociatea from base inte’ ests 
and of benefit to the people." ‘t is exactly this great idea of servin,, the people 
wholeheartedl; which ins, ired the whole body of Communist Party members, the whole 
body of officers and men of the PLA and the broad masses of progressive elements 
outside the party to entertain lofty sentiments and a revolutionary spirit that 
made them risk their lives unhesitatingly in striving for victory in the Chinese 
revolution and in the «.terprise of socialist construction. However, unfortunately, 
this highly inspired, rousing revolutionary spirit was replaced and destroyed 
during the "Great Cultural Revolution" by such mistaken ideas as the broad over- 
extension of the class struggle and a mixup of the two kinds of contradictions, by 
the mistaken idea of “overthrowing everything" and “justified rebellion," by the 
mistaken idea of “kicking out the party committees and stirring up trouble by 
revolting,” by the irresponsible organization of fighting forces apt to split 

all waity, by the idea of “seizing power" and other such mistaken ideas. The pack 
of counterrevolutionary scoundrels and careerists, Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and Kang 
Sheng, exploited the mistakes of the "Great Cultural Revolution" and indulged in 
unbridled propaganda for the ideology of the expioiting class. As a consequence 
the lofty communist idea of service to the people was most brutally trampled 
underfoot, individuals strove for personal fame and power, the most shameless 
political fraud and factional struggle was enacted, extreme individualism, perni- 
cious anarchism and other such evil ways began their vicious spread unchecked. 

The result was a serious ideological and political confusion within the party and 
in society. One of the great historical achicvements of the 3rd Plenary Session 

of the llth CCP Central Committee was that it thoroughly rejected the lcftist mis- 
takes of the “cultural revolution" as well as the decadent and reactionary ideology 
of the exploiting class which was being spread anew, taking advantage of the op- 
portunity provided by the “cultural revolution,” and that it reinstated the ideology 
of communism, namely to serve the people wholeheartedly. It is imperative for us 
to implement the policies of the Third Plenary Session, greatly strengthen educa- 
tion in socialist and communist ideology among the masses, vigorously clear up 

the filth and poison of the old society which was newly spread during the “cul- 
tural revolution,” firmly resist and overcome any bourgeois ideology infiltrating 
from abroad and to nurture generation after generation of completely unselfish, 
socialist new men. 


In order to achieve modernization in our economy and a high degree of democracy in 
politics, we must greatly raise the scientific and cultural knowledge that man- 
kind has acquired or accumulated. We must continue to wipe out the mistaken 
viewpoint, which has prevailed for a long time and which was especially wide*pread 
during the “Cultural Revolution,” of looking down on and underestimating education, 
science and culture aniof discriminating against intellectuals (the so-called 
“stinking ninth class"). We must make a great effort to raise the position and 
role of education, science and culture in our undertaking of socialist 
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modernization. The high degree of cultural refinement of sociali .s shown in 
the fact that the broad masses are imbued with the lofty ideas of socialism and 
communism, and that, guided by these lofty ideas, there is a flourishing develop- 
ment of science and technology which is up to modern standards and the develop- 
ment of a many-splendored culture and art. Building up a spiritual culture of 
this high quality is also an important organic part of our overall task of build- 
ing socialism. 





For the purpose of building a modern, highly democratic, highly cultured powerful 
socialist state, our party has adopted the basic political policy of uniting the 
various nationalities of the whole country and mobilizing all positive factors 

to undertake the construction with one heart and one mind. This means first of 
all that our policy in undertaking this construction is “maintaining independence 
and keeping the initiative in our hands" ard also that “our primary policy is self- 
reliance, but that we shall strive to obtain foreign assistance as a complement." 
Mainly, we shall rely on the strength of all the people of various nationalities 
to achieve theobjective of building a modern powerful socialist state. Next, this 
means that we must firmly implement Chairman Mao Zedong's policy on the correct 
handling of contraditions among the people. It means we must adopt politically 
and ideologically the principle of people's democracy, the principle of "unite-- 
criticize--unite." With regard to the relationship of the Communist Party with 
the various democratic parties, we must adopt the principle of “long-term coexis- 
tence and mutual supervisien." In economics we must adopt the principle of “more 
work, more earnings" and' df recognizing differential treatment. We must institute 
unified planning with due consideration for the interests of the state, the col- 
lective and the individual, unified planning with due consideration for the inter- 
ests of various parts and various nationalities of the population. In cultural 
affairs we must adopt theprinciple of “letting ahundred flowers bloom and a hun- 
dred schools contend." This way alone will enable us correctly to resolve the 
contradictions among the people, in order to unite all the people of various 
nationalities, mobilize all positive factors to build with one heart and one mind 
a prosperous, strong, democratic, cultured, modern socialist state. 


If we want to be successful in the speedy construction of a prosperous, strong, 
democratic, cultured modern socialist state, we must proceed in our socialist 
construction according to the objective laws, uphold the principle of seeking 

tcuth from facts, follow the chief rule of proceeding in a planned and proportionate 
way in the development of the socialist construction. Only in this way will we 

be able to achieve greater, faster, better and more economical results. In the 
development of socialist constructive undertakings we must start out from the parti- 
cular conditions in our country, act according to our capability, strive for 

actual efficiency, proceed in a planned and proportionate way. Proportionate 

means to establish a correct proportion between accumulation and expenditure as 

well as a correct proportion between the various branches of the national economy. 
In our past economic construction we have on several occasions committed leftist 
mistakes, in the first by being impatient for quick results and then by raising 
excessively the proportion of accumulations. Then, we subjectively formulated 

such baseless slogans as "Take steel as the key link," which harmed and ruined the 
correct proportional relation between the various branches of the national economy 
and even caused serious imbalances in important proportional relations in the 
national economy. We must take a warning from the repeated leftist mistakes, 
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proceed according to the objective laws, and while following the rules of planning 
and proper proportioning, truly achieve, as far as it is within our capabilities, 
greater, faster, better and more economical results. 


The development of a socialist, highly democratic, political construction and the 
economic modernizations mutually support and supplement each other. We must over- 
come the defect of overcentralization in the leadership system of our party and 
our state, proceeding step by step in a planned way and undaunted by repeated set- 
backs. We must uphold the principle of collective leadership. We must strengthen 
the supervision from below by the broad masses. We must strengthen the ideological 
and political leadership of the party over state organs, over various economic and 
cultural organizations and mass organizations, but we must at the same time ensure 
that these orgaus and organizations can carry out their work in an independent, 
responsible and mutually harmonious way. We must adopt various measures to ensure 
that the masses will actually administer the state and all economic and cultural 
affairs, and will also be able to develop freely their individuality and talent. 
As we shall perfect the socialist democracy, we shall also perfect the socialist 
constitution and legal system, so that the socialist economy and culture, and also 
guarantee that the stable and powerful weapon of people's democratic dictatorship 
will protect the rights and interests of the people and rebuff the destructive 
activities of the enemy class. 


¢ 

The road to building socialism which our party selected correctly reflects, either 
in the targets of our struggle as well as in the methods to achieve this target, 
the objective laws of socialist construction (including the developmental laws 

in the three areas of social life, the economic, political and spiritual life). 

It is a road progressively established as a summing up of the positive and negative 
experiences during the 32 years since the founding of the PRC. Because it is pre- 
cisely this, we can be certain to reach our objective by advancing along this road. 


Let us all, comrades of the party and all people of various nationalities, closely 
unite and rally around the Central Committee of the party, make a resolution in 
the spirit of the "foolish old man''who moved the mountain, to exert our efforts 
with one heart and one mind and undaunted by repeated setbacks progressively to 
build up our country into a materially modernized, politically democratic, 
spiritually highly cultured, powerful socialist state! 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PROMOTION OF TALENTED YOUNG CADRES TO LEADING POSITIONS URGED 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO in Chinese 8 Aug 81 p 3 


[Article by Yin Shichuan [1438 0013 0356]: "Promote Talented Young Cadres to Leading 
Positions" ] 


[Text] In his speech at the meeting in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of the Communist Party of China Hu Yaobang stated: "In order to ensure 
that there is an adequate number of successors to carry on our cause and guarantee 
continuity in our party's guidelines and polices, we must devote much of our energy 
from now on to the selection and training of thousands upon thousands of cadres who 
combine ability and political integrity and are in their prime and give these cadres 
the opportunity to take part in leadership in various fields so that they may be 
better and more effectively tempered through practice." This is one extremely 
important task that the Party Central Committee has given us. 


In recent years the work by party organizations at every level in our province of 
training cadres in the prime of their lives has been stressed and is being firmly 
grasped and carried out. But in some places and units the mere mention of promoting 
young cadres into leadership circles sets certain comrades to considering this and 
considering that, worrying that their qualifications are too limited, that they lack 
work experience, and that they cannot handle the burdens. While it is true that 
those younger cadres in the prime of their lives are a bit younger, less qualified 
and less experienced than older cadres, still the younger cadres now being promoted 
are the same age as many of our older revolutionaries were when they took on the 
responsibilities of leadership, and so we should say that these younger cadres should 
be taking on greater responsibilities by now. For example, in 1925 when Comrade 
Yang Shegong was selected to be the first provincial party committee secretary of 
our province, he was only 27; in 1933 when Comrade Luo Shiwen took over as the 
Sichuan party committee secretary, he was only 29; in 1928 when Comrade Li Mingke 
became the Sichuan Military Commission secretary, he was only 31. A person's age, 
to a certain extent, is actually reflective of his work ability; still, age and 
talent are not “mutually indictative." Some people do not like to study, are 
unwilling to do penetrating research, accept mediocrity and are satisfied with just 
getting by. Although their age is great, they have made no contributions to the 
nation and the people. Contrarily, some people study hard, take initiative in 

their work, are good at summarizing the experiences and lessons of previous genera- 
tions and, even though their age is not great, they are still good at handiing 
matters and can still shoulder heavy responsibilities. When Marx and Engels created 
the theory of scientific communism and led the "Communist League," they were both 
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only in their 20s; when Lenin created and guided the Union for the Liberation of the 
Working Class, he was only 25; in 1923 when Comrade Mao Zedong assumed the post of 
director of the organizational department of the Party Central Committee, he was 
only 29; in 1925 when Comrade Liu Shaoqi was selected to be the deputy party committee 
head of the All China Federation of Labor, he was only 27; and at the end of 1926 
when Comrade Zhou Enlai became the Central Military Commission Party Secretary, he 
was only 28. Many cadres now in the party, government and military and in leadership 
circles on every battlefront were quite young when they assumed leadership roles. 
Some led regiments, divisions and whole armies in battle, struggling against the 
enemy, while only 20 or 30 years of age; some became directors and provincial party 
secretaries when only 30 or 40 and, moreover, most of these comrades did good jobs. 
These facts make it clear that talented people selected and promoted in the prime 

of their lives can handle great responsibilities. 


Of course, it cannot be denied that when younger cadres first enter leadership 
circles they must pass through a process of learning and adaptation. Some mistakes 
in their work will be unavoidable. This is not surprising and is a perfectly natural 
part of cadre development. During the war era, todays old cadres took on the work 
of leadership despite their youth. Is it not true that at first they also lacked 
experience and maturity, but having suffered a few blows they gained experience 

and gradually matured? The ancients said: "If a man doesn't take a position of 
authority, then he cannot put his policies into effect." If we take those cadres 

in their prime who the masses have recommended and the party organization has 
examined, those recognized as clearly being of superior talent, and boldly place 
them early on into positions of leadership, lay heavy responsibilities on their 
shoulders and allow them to put certain secondary policies into effect, then after 

a period of tempering, along with the instruction, help and guidance of older cadres, 
they will gradually gain rich experience and the quality of their leadership will 
gradually improve; they will go from being unable to make policy to being able to 
make policy, from being poor at making policy to being good at making policy. These 
are facts. Last year, after the No 4 Heavy Steel Plant selected and college educated 
specialists, all of whom were under 40 years of age, to occupy leadership positions 
in the plant hierarchy, the rate of production increased over that of the same period 
the previous year. It would be surprising if, among the younger cadres in all areas 
who entered positions of leadership in recent years, there were not quite a few as 
talented as those at the No 4 Heavy Steel Plant. 


Paying close attention to the training and selection of successors in leadership 
circles at all levels, and gradually making leadership circles more revolutionary, 
more knowledgable, more specialized and more youthful is an urgent task confronting 
the entire party. It is also a great mission given by history to our older cadres. 
I hope that the comrades of areas and departments which lack actual movements along 
these lines will all increase their awareness of this strategic task and actively 
and enthusiastically undertake the work of training and appointing talented younger 
cadres. : 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LEADING CADRES MUST GET OTHERS TO IMPLEMENT ‘RESOLUTION’ 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO in Chinese 27 Jul 81 pl 


[Article by SICHUAN RIBAO contributing commentator: “Leading Cadres Should Take 
the Lead in Studying the ‘Resolution'"] 


[Text] Leading cadres at all levels, especially leading cadres at the county and 
higher levels, must take the lead in studying the "Resolution" well and must take 
practical action and initiative to put it into effect in order to guarantee the 
continuation and in-depth development of our provincewide campaign to study the 
"Resolution" and bring it to a successful conclusion. They should view this as 

a matter of primary concern for them. 


For a leading cadre, it may be not too difficult to preside over a meeting to study 
the "Resolution." But how to get others to study it well and put it into effect 
may present a difficult problem. 


What are the basic requirements for leading cadres to bring to a successful conclusion 
the campaign to study the "Resolution"? 


First, leading cadres at all levels are required to study the "Resolution" with a 
definite objective in mind, and to firmly grasp its essence instead of distorting 

it. The "Resolution" unequivocally points out: "That basic objective our our effort 
to sum up the historical experiences of the past 32 years since the founding of the 
PRC is to further rally the willpower and resources of the entire party, the entire 
army, and the people of all nationalities throughout the country behind the grand 
goal of building a modern socialist power in accordance with the four basic 
principles of allegiance to the socialist road, allegiance to the people's democratic 
dictatorship or the dictatorship of the proletariat, allegiance to the leadership of 
the Communist Party, and allegiance to Marixism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought." 

Of course, the exemplary role played by leading cadres at all levels in observing 

the system of study, in helping other cadres fulfill the study, and in conveying 

the "Resolution" to the masses is very important. What is most important, however, 
is that they must first make efforts to clearly understand the objective of the 
campaign to study the "Resolution" as well as make vigorous efforts to grasp its 
essence. Only in this way can they prevent themselves from being begged down in 

the quagmire of minor issues of the past or old and historical disputes involving 
personal grudges, focus their attention on the situation as a whole and on the cause 
of the party and the interests of the people, work with one mind and one heart for 
unity, think in a way consistent with the basic conclusions contained in the "Resolu- 
tion," and take a political stand consistent with that of the Party Central Committee. 
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As long as they can do a good job in this regard, they will have no difficulty 
in helping other cadres to fulfill their study or in clearly conveying the "Resolution" 
to the masses and bringing the study campaign to a successful conclusion. 


Second, in addition to studying the "Resolution" well, leading cadres at all levels 
are required to thoroughly implement its guidelines and to take practical action to 
convince others that they have successfully completed the study of the "Resolution". 
In his speech in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the CCP, 
Comrade Hu Yaobang said: "We, the proletariat, are the class which commands the 
future, and our party has lofty ideals and aspirations. The best way for us to 
celebrate this grand festival, our party's birthday, is to learn from historical 
experience and thus unite and look forward, focusing our attention on unresolved 
problems." The party's Sixth Plenum issued the following call: "Under the great 
banner of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, the entire party, the entire army, 
and the people of all nationalities throughout the country must closely rally around 
the Party Central Committee, continue to carry forward the spirit of the foolish old 
man who removed the mountains, work with one mind and one heart to overcome all 
difficulties, and strive to gradually build our country into a modern socialist 

power with a high level of democracy and a high level of civilization!" Words 

alone cannot answer the question as to whether or not the leading cadres at all 
levels have successfully completed their study of the "Resolution." What is more 
important is that they must convince others of their success in this respect with 
practical action to focus their attention on unresolved problems and on the develop- 
ment of the four modernizations. Leading cadres must be the first to answer the 

call for carrying forward the spirit of the foolish old man who removed the mountains 
as contained in the "Resolution," by promising to provide good leadership in this 
regard. The spirit of the foolish old man refers to the dauntless spirit of 
despising difficulties strategically while paying full attention to them tactically, 
the revolutionary spirit of hard struggle and action against empty talk, and an 
indomitable spirit of tenacious struggle or a spirit of perseverance in carrying 
struggles through to the end. At present, our province is suffering serious loss 

of life and property as a result of floods affecting a large portion of Sichuan. 

A difficult task and a serious challenge that our leading cadres at all levels now 
face is to use the guidelines of the "Resolution" as a source of inspiration to all 
of us, to make their presence felt as leaders in the forefront of the struggle, and 
to lead and encourage the broad masses of res and people to increase their 
confidence and stimulate their morale in order to overcome difficulties, to combat 
floods, to restore production, to rebuild homes, and to win victories in the struggle 
against the floods. Whether they can lead this struggle to success can be determined 
to be an important indication of whether they have successfully completed their study 
of the "Resolution." 


Third, leading cadres at all levels are required to rectify the workstyle of the 
party. Leading comrades on the Central Committee have repeatedly pointed out: The 
style of work of a party in power vitally affects its very existence. The style of 
work of our party is certain to command the greatest attention of the masses of 
people. No matter how high their position, all our cadres are the people's servants. 
They must live up to the requirements of the "Resolution" by “keeping in close 

touch with the masses and reality, by being modest and prudent, by sharing weal and 
woe with the masses, and by striving to overcome the bureaucratic style of work. 

They must correctly use criticism and self-criticism as a weapon to overcome erroneous 
ideas incompatible with the party's correct principles, to eliminate factionalism, 
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to combat anarchism and extreme individualism, and to eliminate special privileges 
and other unhealthy practices." In addition to studying the “Resolution,” leading 
cadres at all levels must play a leading role in rectifying the style of work of the 
party, strictly observe party discipline and the laws of the state, do everything in 
accordance with the “Guiding Principles," and earnestly devote themselves to serving 
the people. Particularly at a time when the broad masses of people throughout the 
province face temporary difficulties caused by flooding, leading cadres must redouble 
their efforts to set a good example for others to follow in the direction of rectify- 
ing the workstyle of the party. Only in this way can the party further strengthen 
its ties with the masses and raise its prestige among the people. Only thus can we 
mobilize our strength to overcome any difficulties we now face and make our cause 
develop more vigorously than ever. 


¢ 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ARTICLE RECALLS DEFEAT OF FOREIGN FORCE IN TAIPING REBELLION 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 18 Aug 81 p 5 | 


[Article by Wan Zhuang [8001 8369]: "The Taiping Army's Devastating Defeat of Ward's 
Foreign Rifle Force"] 


[Text] In the summer of 1860 the Taiping army smashed the large Jiangnan encampment 

of the imperial army and followed up their victory with an advance toward the east. 

In less than 50 days they captured a large number of important cities in southern | 
Jiangsu Province, and the spearhead of the Taiping Revolution pointed directly at 


Shanghai. 


The aggressor nations, the British, Americans, French and other foreigners, first 
declared that they would not interfere in the internal political affairs of China 
and repeatedly informed the Taiping regime that they would maintain neutrality. 
After the second Opium War, the foreign aggressors threw off the pretense of neu- 
trality and staged an armed intervention against the Taiping regime. In May, 
when the Taiping vanguard threatened Shanghai, the British and French envoys 
screamed in unison that their countries would help the imperial troops "suppress 
and put down all illegal, rebellious movements and protect Shanghai.” Instigated 
by the American consul in Shanghai, supported by England, France and other 
countries and working in collusion with the Shanghai bureaucracy, landlords and 
compradors, the American citizen Ward, in June, recruited foreigners living in 
China to form a "foreign rifle force," as a first step to suppress the Taiping re- 
gime. 


The arrangement was that Ward would recruit the soldiers and train them for combat, 
and the imperial government would supply weapons and bear all military costs and 
would in addition pay substantial bonuses for the capture of each city. Ward then 
recruited 200 foreigners and several hundred Chinese. Ward himself held the posi- 
tion of commander of this force, having as his lieutenants two American military men 
named Burgevine and Forrester. 


In July on completion of its organization, the foreign rifle force boarded ships 

for a night attack on the city of Songjiang. The Taiping army met them head-on and 
inflicted a severe defeat on them. Ward was sounded, his force was completely 
routed and in only a few minutes the whole battle was over. Ward retreated to 
Shanghai. There he put together a new force, outfitted them with new equipment and 
in the middle of July, with a supporting imperial army of 7,000 men, resumed his in- 
vasion, this time taking Songjiang by a surprise attack. 
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After the capture of Songjiang, during the first week of August Ward led his foreign 
rifle force, in coordination with an imperial army of over 10,000 men, in two at- 
.tacks against Qingpu on the western outskirts of Shanghai. With one stroke the 
Taiping troops annihilated one-third of the foreign rifle force and killed or wound- 
ed a large number of the imperial soldiers. Ward was hit five times and fled in a 
panic back to Songjiang. 


In August, 1861, Ward reorganized his foreign rifle force at Songjiang. The force 
was composed by Europeans and Americans as officers, and the Chinese were enticed 
to join up as common soldiers; the force was thus organized as a mixed brigade of 
foreigners and Chinese. The total number of officers and men was 700. Bw the mid- 
dle of November this reactionary military force had grown to over 2,000 men and 
later gradually increased to over 5,000 men. The Qing government had no compunction 
in bestowing the name “Ever Victorious Army" on these constantly defeated troops and 
to commission Ward as “deputy general." 


In February, 1862, exploiting their great victories in Zhejiang Province, the 
Taiping army advanced in five columns from Suzhou and Hangzhou for a second attack 
on Shanghai. As soon as the news was received that the Taiping army was advancing 
to attack Shanghai, the clique of reactionary Chinese and foreigners in great haste 
organized a “Sino-Foreign Common Defense Bureau." An aggressor force of over 1,500 
Englishmen and Frenchmen was hastily linked up with a force of 7,000 men of Li 
dongzhang's Huai army which had just arrived, to form a united Chinese-foreign army. 
This force, under the command of Admiral Hope of the British aggressor navy, staged 
a desperate counterattack against the Taiping army. The valiant officers and men 
of the Taiping army fought extremely well and almost captured Hope and Ward. In his 
report the British consul in Shanghai, Medhurst, said: “Luckily, there was avail- 
able a small boat on which the two were able to escape. Otherwise they would cer- 
tainly have been captured by the Taiping troops." 


In May, of 1862, the Taiping army led by Li Xiucheng made a third attack on Shanghai. 
In the fighting at Taicang, the Taiping troops killed several hundred of the foreign 
aggressor troops, destroyed over 30 stockades of the imperial troops, annihilated 
over 5,000 of the enemy and captured a large quantity of foreign rifles and guns. 
During the battle they also captured Ward's lieutenant, Forrester. After a series 
of victories, Li Xiucheng said: "That time the foreign devils would not dare to 
fight me as they would have been immediately defeated." Even Zeng Guofan in his 
memorial to the emperor made a comparison in which he acknowledged: "The barbar- 
ians fear the long-haired ones just as we do. When they are commissioned to drive 
them away, the true state of things is revealed." 


In September, 1862, Ward was fina-ly killed by Taiping troops in a battle in eastern 
Zhejiang Province. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


WORK OF DISCIPLINE INSPECTION COMMISSION REVIEWED 
Beijing BANYUETAN [SEMI-MONTHLY TALKS] in Chinese No 12, 25 Jun 81 pp 12-24 


[Article by reporters Min Fanlu [7036 0416 6424] and Qu Jianchong [2575 1696 1504]: 
“Working Hard Day and Night for the Sake of Party Workstyle--a Visit to the 
Discipline Inspection Commission of the CCP Central Committee" ] 


[Text] At the end of a speech given at the third conference of the CCP Central 
Committee's Commission for the Inspection of Discipline, the second secretary, 
Comrade Deng Yingchao [6772 4481 6389], quoted a poem written by Comrade Ye Jianying 
in the spring festival: 


In the universe the old is superseded by the new, 

The new generation prospers in the succeeding years. 

The flow of the Changjiang may not be unbroken, 

But the resources of the 900 million people of China are adequate. 
If workstyle and institutions continue to improve, 

Fine traditions will be properly passed on. 

Unite all the people to build our country, 

And hail the land to which spring returns. 


This poem embodies the joy of the older generation of revolutionaries ove~« the fact 
that our party's undertakings are just developing and have successors. It encourages 
the comrades of the whole party to succeed the older generation in their revolutionary 
spirit of building an enterprise through arduous effort, to carry forward the 

party's fine traditions, to overcome unhealthy tendencies, and to unite the people 
throughout the country to build a modern and strong socialist state. These are 
sincere words and earnest wishes. 


Party workstyle, a major problem which concerns the life and death of the party in 
power, has the close attention of the broad masses of cadres and people inside and 
outside the party. It is the focus of the work of the Gentral Committee's 
Commission for the Inspection of Discipline to earnestly do a good job in party 
workstyle. Under the leadership of the Party Central Committee, and through the 
common efforts of the comrades of the whole party and the effective work of 
discipline inspection commissions at various levels of the party, people are 
happy to see that the "Guiding Principles" have initially demonstrated their 

power and that party workstyle is improving. 











On the eve of the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the birth of the party, 
we visited the CCP Central Committee's Commission for the Inspection of Discipline. 
This important department of the Party Central Committee concentrates a group of 
our party's older generation of proletarian revolutionaries who are tried and 
highly popular, and who shoulder the heavy responsibility of safeguarding party 
discipline and law. The average age of the standing committee members of the 
Central Committee's Commission for the Inspection of Discipline is 76. These old 
comrades, who are of venerable age and poor health take infinite pains and work 
hard day and night in order to keep our party's fervor of youth alive. 


Long ago, when the Central Committee's Commission for the Inspection of Discipline 
was first established, the first secretary, Comrade Chen Yun [7115 0061], stressed 
that its work was to do a good job in party workstyle. Later he pointed out even 
more sharply, during the third nationwide forum on implementation of the "Guiding 
Principles," “The problem of the workstyle of the party in power concerns the life 
and death of the party." This clearly indicated the direction of the work of the 
Commission for the Inspection of Discipline and served as a warning to all party 
comrades. 


Why does the problem of party workstyle concern the life and death of the party in 
power? Comrade Hu Yaobang said at the third forum on the implementation of 
“Guiding Principles" of the Central Committee's Commission for the Inspection of 
Discipline: Before our party came to power, circumstances forced it to have a 
good workstyle. In a war environment at that time, we would have been defeated 
and eliminated by the enemy if we had engaged in subjectivism, bureaucraticisn, 
deviation from the masses, or special privileges. After the party came to power, 
some comrades whose revolutionary will was weak were easily victimized by the 
sweet life and were corrupted. They often mistook our party's leading position 
as a ruling position, and this generated a series of problems. That is why our 
comrades should never overlook the basic change in the party, from one of being 
oppressed, butchered, encircled, and suppresses to the position of the party in 
power. We may morally degenerate if we do not do well. 


The comrades on the Commission for the Inspection of Discipline said now that the 
party has the correct line, principles, and policies, the problem is to have a 

good workstyle in order to guarantee their implementation. Certain unhealthy 
tendencies existing in the party have in fact destroyed the relationship between 

the party and the masses, tarnished the party's image, damaged the party's prestige, 
weakened the party's fighting strength, and fostered unhealthy tendencies in society. 
Therefore, implementation of the "Guiding Principles" and emphasis on party 
workstyle have become urgent tasks. The Commission's standing committee secretary, 
Comrade Huang Kecheng [7806 0344 6134], suffers from ill health, yet with single- 
hearted devotion he studies how to do a good job in party workstyle, and he 
personally takes up numerous major matters. He encourages everyone to struggle 
daringly against all‘ unhealthy trends and evil practices for the party's undertakings; 
in addition to Chairman Mao's “five fear-nots" we must add two more fear-nots: 

fear not hurting someone's feelings, and fear not making secret charges. The deputy 
secretary in charge of the day-to-day affairs of the Commission, Comrade Wang Heshou 
{3769 7729 1108], has to deal with a lot of strenuous work every day. Although he 

is over 70 years old, he is energetic, personally takes care of every single thing, 
and is scrupulous about every detail. The Commission's deputy secretaries-- 


33 








Comrades Wang Congwu [3769 1783 0710], Zhang Qilong [1728 0796 7893], Zhang Yun 

[4545 5686], Guo Shushen [6753 6615 3947], Ma Guorui [7456 0948 3843], and 

Zhang Ce [1728 4595] have all gove down to the grass-root units to understand the 
situation and to investigate, study, and deal with problems. Deputy Secretary 
Comrade Yuan Renyuan [5913 0117 6678] and many standing committee menbers persist 

in doing their work even while they are sick. Their spirit moves the people's hearts. 


The in rectification of party workstyle, the Commission for the Inspection of 
Discipline adheres to a policy focusing on education and implements adherence to 
the four basic principles and safeguarding of the party line as the emphasis in 
discipline inspection work. Within 1 year and 3 months after the "Guiding Principles” 
were issued, the Commission had convened three nationwide forums and one plenary 
session to sum up and exchange the circumstances and experience of implementation, 
and to discuss opinions and the means to launch an in-depth implementation of the 
“Guiding Principles." To correct all unhealthy tendencies, the Commission issued 
19 circulars and notices which explicity order all parts of the country to stop 
freely accepting and privately dispersing gifts in their activities with foreign 
nationals and organizations, to put an end to unhealthy tendencies in reception 
work, to strictly prevent cadres from eating and drinking extravagantly or 
entertaining guests and giving away presents, to stricly forbid the seizure of 
State goods under the pretext of “trial use," to resolutely put a halt to unhealthy 
tendencies in the realm of economics, to strengthen the struggle against 
bureaucraticism on the economic front, to strictly forbid malpractice in student 
enrollment work in schools of higher learning, to forbid interference in assigning 
college graduates for work, and to strictly forbid revelation of state secrets. 

As a result of each of these circulars and notices, serious violators of law and 
discipline are castigated, those who dare tostruggle against unhealthy tendencies 
are given recognition, comrades who act in violation of discipline come to 
understand their mistakes, and the broad masses of cadres and party members are 
educated. These circulars and notices have struck home at current corrupt practices 
like a long-sounding alarm bell. 


For a while, people talked about quite a number of cases of cadres’ children doing 
bad things. What was really happening? The Commission for the Inspection of 
Discipline decided to investigate and get a firm grasp of first-hand sources. 

The investigation concluded that the absolute majority of cadre children are good, 
and that fewer than 2 percent are bad. How should those who have really gone 
wrong be dealt with? The attitude of the leading comrades of the Commission is 
clear and definite. Regardless of who is involved, and regardless of whether he 
is the father of the heavenly king, that person must be dealt with strictly. 

Last year, in dealing with a major case concerning the sale of state-owned 
automobiles for profit which could not proceed because it involved the children of 
a leading cadre, the comrades of the Commission for the Inspection of Discipline 
cooperated with the department concermmed, broke through the obstruction, and dealt 
with the case according to the law. 


The Party Central Committee is strict and impartial aon party discipline and has a 
clear-cut stand, so the people trust and love the party even more. The Commission 
for the Inspection of Discipline firmly struggles against unhealthy tendencies, 
enforces the law without pandering is impartial and icorruptible, and inspires 
confidence among the people. Last year the Commission received 260,000 pieces of 
mail from the masses and had 30,000 visits from the people. Many important problems 








were discovered in the letters form the masses, such as the retaliation case of 
the Shanxi Ribao [News] Agency and the “eating guest meals" incident at Fengzeyuan 
Restaurant. The leading comrades of the Coumission pay great attention to letters 
from and visits by the people and treat this as [showing the] trust and love of 
the party by the broad masses, and as help and supervision of our party by the 
people. They point out the need for strength and courage in encouraging the 
masses to expose unhealthy tendencies. Noxious influences can be reduced only if 
we have this strength and courage. 


It is precisely because of the common effort by the whole party and the people 
throughout the country that party workstyle has made rather great progress. The 
comrades of the Commiss ‘on for the Inspection of Discipline informed us of the 
four areas of manifest: ion of the improvement in party workstyle: Since the 
Party Central Committee revived the Marxist ideological and political line and 
organization line, there has been an increase in self-consciousness by the whole 
party in implementing the party line; life within the party had gradually taken 
the path of democratic centralism, with the result that democratic spirit grows 
and criticism and self-criticism develop from the top to all levels; the practice 
of seeking truth from facts has revived, a great number of unjust and misjudged 
cases are redressed, and unsubstantiated words and deeds continue to be exposed and 
criticized; and bureaucraticism and the unhealthy tendency whereby cadres’ lives 
become privileged weaken and disappear. 


The Party Central Committee has given sufficient certainty to the new outlook for 
the implementation of the "Guiding Principles." Comrade Deng Xiaoping is very 
concerned with the work of the Commission for the Inspection of @iscipline and he 
often entrusts major problems and cases to it for handling. He emphasizes strict 
implementation of the "Guidelines" and unremitting correction of all unhealthy 
tendencies, and he particularly opposes the incorrect attitude of feigning 
compliance to the party's line, principles, and policies. Comrade Hu Yaobang 
encourages the comrades of the Commission to further do well in their work and to 
do a good job in party workstyle. He said: Comrades who perform discipline 
inspection work must have courage and resourcefulness, struggle against all 
unhealthy tendencies, give courage a leading role, and not be afraid of offending 
others. Our discipline inspection work can be accomplished and can do great 
things for the party, state and nation. 


In the course of visiting the Commission for the Inspection of Discipline and 
talking to some old comrades, we found them full of confidence in the party and 
doing well in party workstyle. Naturally, “the future may be bright and clear, 

but we must not forget hidden complications.” The Commission's deputy secretary, 
Comrade Zhao Yimin [6392 3015 2404], told us: "There are still many difficulties 
and obstacles to truly doing well in party workstyle. Unhealthy tendencies within 
the party have basically not yet been reversed, and there is much more arduous work 
to do. However, if just we just follow the instructions of the Party Central 
Committee and firmly continue with our work, in time the fine traditions and 
workstyle of our party will be carried forward." 


Leaving Zhongnanhai and walking on the shaded Changan Street, we were still pondering: 


This older generation of Revolutionaries who had tempered themselves for decades 
care about the world, and looking at the future they know that they shoulder heavy 
responsibilities. Although their hair is grey, they are full of youthful vigor. 


They have a spirit of advancing despite difficulties and of indomitability; they have 


the vitality and do not give up until they reach their goal. The thought of this 
causes a surge of strength in one's heart. There are high hopes for our party! 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


DISCUSSION OF NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
Guan Weiyan 


Beijing ZIRAN BIANZHENGFA TONGXUN [JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE] in Chinese No 2, 
1981 pp 1-2 


[Article by Guan Weiyan [4619 1919 3508]: Institute of Physics, Academia Sinica: 
“Formulate Scientific Programs in Accordance With the Demands of the National ‘ 
Economy” ] 


[Text] The Central Work Conference has recently jiecided upon important policies 

to further implement economic readjustment and political stability. In carrying \ 
out these policies, s« ence and technology must expand in step with the economy | 
and society, and take the promotion of economic development as its main task. 


The State Planning Commission should include a plan for science and technology 

as an integral part of the long-range plan for national economic development. 
Moreover, the plan for science and technology should be subordinate to the plan 
for national. economic development. Namely, the plan for science and technology 
ought to be formulated according to the needs of national economic development, so 
that the two will be organically ani closely bound together. S~eaking of national 
economic development, relatively rapid progress can be made only if the newest 
technological achievements are utilized consciously. Speaking of scientific 
matters, they can prosper for an extended period of time only if they have 
society's needs as their driving force. 


The key is, state planning organizations ought to see plans for science and 
technology as their own business, grasp them in their hands and utilize them for 
the benefit of national economic development. If the planning department were 
merely to appropriate a certain amount of funds for science and technology each 
year, neither assigning any task to the scientific research department nor 
investigating the effect of the investment, then the scientific research would 
lose contact with the needs of national economic development. 


During the feudal period, production which was based on the manual labor of the 
farmers and the handicraftsmen did not allow extensive and conscious application 
of natural science to the production process. The farmers and the handicraftsmen 
built their labor on their own skill, on learning gained only through their 











experience, and on the foundation of the knowledge of natural science based on 
disjointed scientific theories. 


However, when the society turned to a capitalist system, the situation of science 
also changed. In pursuit of profit, capitalists were already consciously 
utilizing natural science to the production processes. Capitalists made science 
serve themselves. They transformed the maids of theology into the slaves of 
capitalists, and used them as a tool to expand surplus value and to pursue surplus 
profit. In the early days of capitalist production, the bourgeoisie joined the 
rank of science in a revolution against the church. Influenced by the profit of 
production made by the bourgeoisie a new organization for the study of nature was 
born-~Academy of Sciences. Some rules adopted by the Academy of Sciences pointed 
out clearly that its most important task was to promote the development of 
"mechanical skill" (e.g., technology). For example, the famous "financial 
superviser general" Colbert during the reign of Louis XIV of France, who is known 
for his policies protecting the development of capitalist large industry and trade, 
was at the same time the organizer of the French Academy of Sciences. This fact 
is not accidental at all. He was known to have demanded from the scientists 

those sciences which could promote the national industry directly. 


With the development of capitalist production, the bourgeoisie sought more and 
more help from natural science. When it was necessary, they did not spare expense 
building laboratories and special institutes for physics and technological 
sciences. A number of large enterprises in the capitalist countries all have 
their own research and development departments of considerable scope. For example, 
the U.S. International Business Machines Corp and the Bell Telephone Company have 
their own very large-scale laboratories, and their research achievements are known 
all over the world. However, what is more important is the fact that the research 
plan of these laboratories are formulated directly according to the needs of their 
company's production development. They serve directly to increase the competitive 
edge of their own company. The results are outstanding when the needs of 
production are closely bound with the technological research. The production of 
capitalist societ: disorganized and anarchistic, but within each enterprise, 
the organization -.s tight and the plan is precise. We, the socialist nations, 

may adopt only those effective things that exist inside an individual capitalists 
enterprise, and apply them to the entire society, in order to launch the plans 

for science and technology into orbit for the needs of national economic develop- 
ment. In fact, only the socialist system is capable of delivering science and 
technology from the bondage of capitalism, and transforming it from a tool for 
making profit to a means for raising the material welfare of the working people. 


The plans for science and technology can be guaranteed to reflect the needs of 
nafonal economic development only if the State Planning Commission takes up the 
chatge to organize the troops and units. 


Scientific research may be classified, according to the length of time required 
for its impact on production to be felt, into three categories: short range, 
medium range, and long range. From the viewpoint of long-range planning, medium- 
range (research projects) whose impact on production can be felt within 10-20 
years ought to be emphasized. 
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Take energy resources, for example. Controlled thermonuclear fusion is truly the 
path through which mankind can hope fundamentally to solve the energy shortage 
problem. However, this belongs to a long-range project with an economic benefit 
that will not be felt for approximately 50 years. In view of China's national 
strength and its past technological resources, this project should not be 
emphasized at this time. 


Nuclear fission power stations belongs in the medium-range projects. It has 
surpassed 10 percent of the total electric power generated in industrially 
developed nations. The worldwide specific weight of nuclear power generation 
capacity is expected to surpass 30 percent by the year 2,000. More than 20 nations 
worldwide have nuclear power stations today, while China has none. However, China 
has considerable technological reserves to be able to handle this type of mediun- 
range project. We need only to organize carefully, and the economic effect can be 
reaped in 5-10 years. Therefore, this type of project ought to be emphasized. 


Moreover, utilization of solar energy is nearing the practical applicable stage 
today. This type of project also belongs to the medium-range project which can 
yield early.results with a relatively small investment. 


In the 1950's when Soviet satellite technology led, the United States upon deep 
reflection discovered it was weak in materials science. Thereupon, they built 

a dozen or so materials science research centers. Thus overcoming its weakness, 
U.S. space technology quickly caught up and surpassed Soviet space technology. 
Materials science is related to various sections of the national economy. New 
materials are being invented endlessly one after another all over the world and 
are becoming the most important foundation for the new technology. We ought to 
select a number of medium-range projects, organize our forces, and break through 
with concentrated effort. 


Now when the central government is formulating the important policies, the policy 
concerning the further readjustment of its organization must also be thoroughly 
carried out on the science and technology front. The present plans and projects 
for scientific research ought to be reexamined. First of all, a large number of 
projects involving small investment, short period and quick results ought to be 
grasped, funded according to their tasks and their activities effectively super- 
vised in order to reap the results of the investment. We cannot afford the 
situations which have taken place in the past: "Money is thrown into the ocean 
and not a sound is heard." Next, from the viewpoint of long-range plans, we must 
selectively grasp a number of medium-range projects, organize forces, and break 
through with concentrated effort. I agree wholeheartedly with the present policy 
emphasizing discovery of latent potential, reform and renovation practiced by 
every enterprise. However, in order to be able to duplicate the miraculous 
"economic take-off" realized by some countries, we must more than ever emphasize 
utilization of the newest achievements of modern science and technology, and strive 
to catch up with the rest of the world starting out from a higher level. 


In his analysis of the capitalist world in the imperialist period, Lenin pointed 
out the law of "late comers excelling over their predecessors." It was exactly 
this law which demanded the repartition of the colonies and led to wars between 
the imperialists. The reason why “late comers can excel over their predecessors” 
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is because the late comers do not carry the burden of old technology and are free 
to adopt new technologies. In industrial construction, while we emphasize 
technological renovation of the existing enterprises, we must adopt as far as 
possible the newest achievements of modern science and technology. We must use the 
brand-new technologies, facilities, and processes in order fundamentally to change 
the backward appearance of China's industry and agriculture. We must turn our 
weakness, “weak foundation," into an advantage, "no burden." 


Yang Jike 


Beijing ZIRAN BIANZHENGFA TONGXUN [JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE] in Chinese, 
No 2, 1981 pp 3-6 


[Article by Yang Jike [2799 4764 3784], professor at China University of Science 
and Technology and deputy governor of Anhui Province Peoples Government: 
"Efficiency on Scientific Research Work Must Be Improved"] 


[Text] During the period in which the national economy is being readjusted, 
scientific research work must also undergo corresponding readjustment. In view 
of the fact that national economic development has continuously to make demands 
on scientific research work, and the responsibilities of the scientific research 
workers are above all to satisfy the needs of national economic development, 
readjustment of scientific research work is, therefore, substantially one of 

the most important links in the readjustment of the national economy. Without 
this readjustment, the scientific research work cannot be bound to national 
economic development very well; it can become separated from the state of affairs 
and, worse, hinder the realization of the four modernizations. 


Readjustment of scientific research work is extremely complicated. I would like 
to express my humble opinions here only on one of the problems--raising the 
efficiency of scientific research work. A comparison of the results achieved by 
the scientific research work carried out in China and the money spent on it over 
the years indicates that the efficiency is not very high; in fact, it is very 

low in some areas. If we in the scientific research field all work together with 
one heart and mind, and use every conceivable method in order to improve the 
work efficiency, one person accomplishing what it takes two to do now, accom, lish- 
ing in 1 hour what takes 2 to do now, using only 1 square meter of area for wnat 
takes 2 to do now, and achieving a utilization rate of one instrument equivalent 
to what takes two today, then the scientific research work efficiency can be 
raised at least four fold without increasing investments on capital construction, 
instruments and equipment. This is absolutely not empty talk. The key lies in 
conscientious endeavor. The key to endeavor lies in discovering the latent 
potentials in man, time, space, and material and making full use of then. 


To discover the latent potential in human talent ought to begin with discovery 

of the latent potential of the masses. Today distribution of talent among China's 
masses suffers from a serious disproportion. One of the reasons why the potential 
of many talents has not been manifested is the fact that the masses to which they 
belong are too crowded. On the other hand, the environment where these talents 
can thrive is sparsely populated. 
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Two examples may be used to explain the problem related to the disproportion of mass 
distribution. First: It became clear after the Second Society for Light Industry 
was recently established in Anhui Province that the number of workers with any 
specialized knowledge was only 0.31 percent of a total of 160,000 workers belonging 
to the jurisdiction of Anhui Second Light Industry; a pitifully small number. An 
inspection of a list of subjects of papers related to science and art reveals that 
although they have some economic value, they are so few in number. With such weak 
technological strength, how can we expect it to contribute significantly to the 
development of light industry? How can we truly place the light industry in the 
important position where it ought to be? On the other hand, the defense science 
research units are packed with talent, college graduates as thick as carp in 

the river. According to a report, the No 708 Office used to have a couple who 
held electrical engineering degrees. During the period of the cultural revolution, 
they were persecuted and sent to the countryside. While there, they helped the 
production team of the commune, purchased scrap materials from the factory and led 
a number of intellectual youths, in the manufacture of miniature electric devices 
and reaped an annual profit of 200,000 yuan. The production team of the commune 
took good care of the couple as if they were valuable treasures, raised their wages 
140 yuan a month. After the disorder was quelled, the No 708 Office invited them 
back to work in the office, but the couple decided to remain in the countryside, 
unwilling to go back in spite of the fact that they were promised promotions and 
raises. If they were to go back to the office, they figured, they would remain 

as reserve staff or superfluous employees and, like the great majority of college 
graduates, they would never have the opportunity to fully develop their potentials. 
Is it permissible to suggest that a large number on the scientific and technical 
staffs belonging to various units under the Defense Science Commission be 
reassigned to civil industries such as light textile, electronics, electric 
machinery, mechanical, and chemical industries where their talents are urgently 
needed? The Defense Science Commission attaches importance to the systems science. 
If the problems related to the systematic and effective use of scientific and 
technological talents nationwide are studied using the method of systems science, 

I believe that my proposal will not meet any objection. 


The other example: This year, Anhui Province requested a number of specialists 
from 15 fields of science to investigate the general utilization of natural 
resources in the Lianghui and western Anhui areas, including a general economic 
study requiring the use of systems science. We invited a mathematics instructor 
who was familiar with the work to participate in the project. When he was asked 
incidentally how many of the mathematics teachers are engaged in research which 
has practical applications to the national economy, he replied after a long pause 
that no one except himself has any interest in it; they all work in abstract 
mathematics. At the same time, a comrade who has just returned from an inspection 
tour in the United States told me that there were 25 professors in the mathematics 
department in one of the state universities he visited. Twenty of them taught 
applied mathematics and also did research. Five of them taught abstract mathe- 
matics, but they, too, did research on applied mathematics, because only by 

doing applied research were they able to earn extra income through contracts 

with outside enterprises. This point is worth taking into consideration, for 
comparison. 
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I believe, in order to be able to solve the disproportionate distribution of 
talents among various ‘ields, the government must formulate truly effective 
guidelines and policies, so that these talents may be guided toward where they are 
needed by the national economy. In order to solve the disproportionate 
distribution of talents between abstract theory and practical application, the 
government must study the guidelines and policies which link the planned adjustment 
and the market adjustment of the talent problem. Otherwise, the phenomenon of 
disproportion between talents and masses will continue to develop and this is 
disadvantageous not only to the national economy but also to the four moderniza- 
tions. 


In discovering the potential of human talent, efforts should also be made to 
discover individual potential next. To do this, the most urgent matter is to 
implement thoroughly the 16-character guideline, "Management according to specialty, 
responsibility at every level, discussion among colleagues, and signing of 
contracts." Based on a report made by a comrade who spent 2 months at MIT 
recently, all professors of that school are engaged in some form of scientific 
research commissioned either by industrial enterprises, various social organiza- 
tions, or the government. The majority adopts the contract responsibility system. 
The objective, the funds, and the schedule of a project are all laid out first, 

but the detail of how the time and funds are to be spent, including hiring 

workers, purchasing equipment and instruments, is up to the professor who is in 
charge of the project. This way, a great saving in expenses is achieved. Only 

the necessary instruments are purchased. And there is a lot of competition among 
the specialists, because everyone is afraid of losing the next contract. Workers 
cannot afford to be idle. This type of management method mot only joins scientific 
research with the actual needs of enterprises but also constitutes a great personal 
driving force, strengthening their sense of responsibility and fighting every 
minute and second in this endeavor, so that efficiency is very high. This way, 
human mobility and potential can be fully developed, and its rise or fall or 
transfer is all based on the standard of the results and is independent of 
seniority or rank. To say that one of them can stand up against two of us may be 
still an understatement. 


We can also talk a lot about effective use of time. The unified planning method 
which was proposed and popularized by Prof Hua Luogene can save a lot of time if 
it is applied to scientific research. I have seen many chemical analysis offices 
in a number of reseafch institutes in which one cannot find a large number of 
clean, ordinary glass equipment such as test tubes, beakers, pipettes, titration 
tubes, and fractionating columns. One can imagine that time must be utilized 
inefficiently in this type of analysis office. Experiments must be carried out 
like a surgeion operating on a patient. All instruments--knife, scissors, clamps, 
needles, saw, etc.--must be sterilized, clean and ready, and laid out orderly in 
a tray on the table by the side of the operating table, to be handed out by a 
nurse in charge. The doctor concentrates on the part of the body being operated 
on; he does not even turn his head when he asks for an instrument. Only in this 
way can the time required for the operation be made the shortest, efficiency the 
highest, and the safety of the patient guaranteed. The situations are similar 
when a chemical experiment is carried out. Imagine that a certain vessel is 
required during an experiment. Will not precious time be wasted if that vessel 
must first be found, then cleansed, and then rinsed with distilled water before it 
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can be used? This is a most lamentable loss. This matter may appear insignificant, 
but it contains profound significance. Because, if those in every experimental 
process of science and technology are fussy about saving time, we will soon find 
out that twice the work is done in half the time. Therefore, I think every 
scientific research staff, especially the comrade who is leading a small research 
group, must learn a scientific method of conserving time and labor, such as the 
united planning method. We must research in earnest the problems concerning how 
to discover the latent time potential. 


Management must reward the one who saves time and punish the one who wastes time. 
Various unreasonable political caps of the past such as “bourgeois specialist" 
road and unbreakable "iron rice bowl" have created a real effect of punishing 
those who worked hard and saved time and rewarding those who wasted time. There- 
fore, this was not a scientific management method; it was in the opposite direction 
from raising efficiency. If we wish rapid progress in scientific research work 
while holding such an attitude, then will it not be just as the saying goes 
“southern wagons will not fit into northern wagon tracks"? If the time required 
for various types of scientific research is determined quantitatively and totaled, 
and using a 95 percent reliability limit to predict the maximum time required by 
the similar type of research work, so that the time limit is fixed in the contract, 
then not only will there be a greater confidence in finishing the project on time 
or ahead of time, but also a significant rise in efficient use of time. In _ 
addition to this, if time saving is further encouraged by a reward method, then 
efficiency and benefit that can be achieved will more than double the success rate 
with only half the effort. 


There is also a large potential that can be discovered in the land area used for 
the construction of scientific research institutes and offices in China. The 
effective area used for experiments by the various research units is usually 
smaller than that abroad. Those comrades who have taken a study tour abroad 

know well that the laboratories in foreign countries are usually very crowded. 
They don't build offices for technical personnel in the laboratory, and there are 
very few administrators, so that the office occupies only a small area. Im order 
effectively to utilize the space, usually a number of research projects are 
carried out simultaneously in the same laboratory. Walls are full of chests for 
storage, fully utilizing the space. In contrast with this, some research units 

in China have more office space and some are even very spacious. Some laboratories 
have very poor space utilization. Quite a few experimental benches are idle and 
stacked with many unused instruments and equipment, just like an instrument 
display room. In China, very seldom can one find a number of research projects 
carried out simultaneously in a single laboratory. Few people have studied in 
earnest how every square meter of space may be most effectively utilized, but 
there are many who cry for more and larger buildings. If we investigate and 

study carefully, we often will discover that every laboratory or group has its own 
territory clearly staked out and nobody wants to overstep. Due to a desire 

to be big and complete, incorrect ideas such as “occupying” a branch of science 
prevail, and as a result, the office and group of research institutes crow bigger 
and bigger, and the ground larger and better. The natural consequence of this 
trend is a significant reduction in the effective utilization of the building 
area. One of the shortcomings resulting from purely administrative management can 
be seen here. Therefore, at this time when readjustment work is being undertaken 
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and hundreds of enterprises are about to prosper, readjustment of the building 
area utilization effectiveness of every scientific research unit and the related 
management system is truly in order. Readjustment ought to be based on on-site 
inspection of the actual area utilization situation and using a method consisting 
of a combination between economic management and administrative management. For 
example, unused idle areas must be taxed according to the area. The standard of 
taxing must be increased according to the degree of shortage of the actually used 
area. This will force every laboratory or group to transform its office into 
laboratory or to start utilizing the idle area, or lend the space to people doing 
other important research projects. Using economic management methods such as 
this, it is quite possible to discover 30 percent of potential space nationwide 
without increasing investment on capital construction for scientific research work. 
As much as 50 percent of potential space can even be discovered in some areas. 





As to instruments and equipment, the potential is even greater. The results of 

a nationwide investigation of large-scale electronic computers carried out this 
year sufficiently brings up this problem. Up to May 1979, 332 large-scale 
electronic computers were imported at an expense of $326 million, equivalent to 
500 million yuan. However, the utilization rate is only a fraction of 20 hours of 
effective work per day which is the norm abroad. Less than 1/3 of these computers 
are used as many as 10 hours a day. There are 24 large-scale electronic computers 
in Anhui Province. Only three of these computers are used more than 8 hours a 
day. In spite of this, some units insist on importing more large-scale electronic 
computers. If investigation were carried out one step further to see what items 
were calculated on the machines which were reun 8 hours a day, one would often 
find that the proportion of important projects which are closely related to our 
national economy is very small. 


If it is thus with the electronic computers, can other expensive imported 
instruments be any different? Foreign scientists who visited China often cast 

an envious eye on the advanced precision instruments on display at a number of 
research institutes (please note, utilization rate of these instruments is usually 
very low), because they can not affort them! When the director of a laser 
research institute belonging to the famous Max Planck Society of West Germany 
visited China to negotiate laser research cooperation, he said the instruments 

he found here were more advanced than those in his institute. It is unclear 
whether his words were a compliment or criticism! 


The prevailing phenomenon characterized by the low utilization rate and low 
economic return of these instruments and equipment also runs counter to the needs 
of China's national economic development. I propose, in this year of readjust- 
ment, that a general investigation of all instruments and equipment valued at more 
than 10,000 yuan be carried out. Necessary policy changes including instrument 
import and management policy ought to be made based on the results of this 
general investigation. A set of economic measures ought to be implemented to 
strengthen control and management so that materials may be fully utilized. For 
example, an investment tax may be levied on idle instruments and equipment in 
order to force effective utilization of these instruments anu also to join 
closely together the research projects which are essential to the industrial, 
agricultural, and national economic development. Those large-scale instruments 
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which can be used jointly or centralized, such as electronic computers, must be 
effectively utilized collectively and should not be scattered and idle. Such bad 
habits as importing advanced instruments and equipment blindly and year-end 
buying sprees must be strictly forbidden. If necessary, a law ought to be written 
so that the wasteful party can be held legally responsible. 


I do not know why, but it appears that everybody's eye is fixed on export trade 
and the foreign market, while at the same time, they waste hard-to-come-by 
foreign exchange on some unrealistic advanced instruments. They feel no pain 
spending several hundred million dollars, much less several hundred thousand 
dollars. I think it is time we transfer our sights from the hard to grasp and 
difficult to compete in foreign market to the vast domestic market. It is also 
time we transfer our precious foreign exchange from the impractical, expensive 
advanced instruments to the import goods which are essential to our national 
economic growth. 


Biologists are all well aware that functional efficiency of human organs is 
extremely high. Brain, heart, liver, -and-stomach; each-play.-their role with,an . 
extremely high efficiency. The human body survives and grows as a result of 
their coordinated function at high efficiency. Bionicists (cyberneticists) are 
all well aware that any social organization can function most efficiently and 
develop most extensively if it imitates a living body. Scientific research work 
cannot be an exception. High efficiency, joint utilization of man, time, land, 
and material is similar to the high efficiency coordination of various organs of 
the human body such as the brain, heart, liver, and stomach. Low efficiency 
utilization of talent is like retardation of the cerebrum; low efficiency 
utilization of time is like obstruction of the heart; low efficiency utilization 
of space is like hardening of the liver; and low efficiency utilization of material 
is like obesity. When all these conditions exist simulataneously in a human body, 
its days are numbered. Likewise, in a scientific research organization, it will 
be wasteful and with little actual achievement. Therefore, let us cry out loud: 
We must raise the efficiency of scientific research work! We must include 
raising the efficiency of scientific research work as part of the main content 
of readjustment of scientific research work. We must within 3-5 years, step by 
step raise the efficiency to such a level that it can be joined closely with 

the needs of national economic development. It must be raised to such a level 
that it matches the advanced step of the four modernizations. We must fight for 
the conditions of diligence and frugality, close and accurate calculation at 

all times, and discover and fully utilize the potentials in the limited manpower, 
material power, time, and space and thus shorten the gap between China's science 
and technology and the world's advanced standard as soon as possible. 


Commentary on Articles 


Beijing ZIRAN BIANZHENGFA TONGXUN [JOURNAL OF DIALECTICS OF NATURE] in Chinese, 
No 2, 1981 p 6 


[Text] Today China is moving one step further in the readjustment of its 
national economy. Development of scientific undertakings must be coordinated 
with the development of national economy. The two articles, Prof Guan Weiyan's 
"Formulate Scientific Program in Accordance With the Demand of National Economy" 
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and Prof Yang Jike's "Efficiency on Scientific Research Work Must Be Improved," 
presented excellent opinions. 


-* The article "Logic of Scientific Search" has concisely and systematically explained 
the scientific philosophy of Bupuer [phonetic]. The article "Problem of 
Methodology Concerning Discovery of DNA Double Helix Structure" discussed great 
scientific discovery in some detail from the angle of methodology. 


Prof Yang Zhenning's “The Influence of Einstein on Theoretical Physics" presented 
concise discussions of symmetry and interaction, unification of physics, the 
relationship between physics and geometry, the impact of the simplicity and 
beauty of mathematics on theoretical physical research. The article also 
mentioned the work related to gage fields and fiber bundles which the author 
and Prof Chen Shengshen did together. The article "Development of Information 
Theory and Its Significance" explained the new trend in the study of information 
theory from simply a study of the quantity of information to a unified study of 
both quality and quantity of information, and also explored various aspects of 

io i information concepts. 


Prof Shi Yafeng's "Is There Really a Glacier of the Quarternary Period at Lushan?" 
presented a different view from that of China's famous geologist Li Siguang 
concerning a theory related to the glacier of the Quarternary Period at Lushan. 
We wish that the concerned scholars would express their opinions and discuss 

the subject freely according to the policy of let a hundred schools contend and 
also based on the spirit of pursuit of truth. At the same time, the question 

of how to discriminate an old glacier must be studied using an approach mentioned 
above, e.g., discussing it from the angle of methodology. The author of the 
article "A Trial Discussion of the Characteristics of Metallurgy in Ancient China’ 
has combined the literature research and the experimental verification method 

and obtained a historically unique understanding of the copper and iron smelting 
of ancient China, and thus set straight some misconceptions held by many foreign 
scholars about China's ancient smelting history. The article "A Brief History 

of Nuclear Power Stations" discussed the history and trend of the development of 
nuclear power stations. Included also were suggestions concerning how China's 
nuclear power stations may be developed and how to harmonize the relationship 
between military and civil applications. The article "It Is the Age of Communica- 
tions and Control" described vividly the life and scientific spirit of Wierner, 
the founder of cybernetics. 


In recent years, in order to cultivate a new type of scientists and engineers, 
many famous universities in the United States of America have established, one 
after another, teaching and scientific research projects related to "Science and 
Technology and Sotiety." In the "Academic Movement" column of this issue, this 
type of teaching and research project established by MIT, Princeton University, 
and Stanford University were introduced for the reference of those who are 
interested in the Dialectics of Nature, History of Science, and Scienology. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


GUANGDONG PARTY LEADERS ADDRESS OVERSEAS CHINESE AFFAIRS MEETING 
Ren Zhongyi's Speech 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 2 Aug 81 pp l, 3 


eo . 
[Article: "Guangdong Party Leaders Urge Party Organizations To Pay Special Atten- 
tion to Overseas Chinese Affairs"] 


[Text] Yesterday, Ren Zhongyi [0117 0112 1138], first secretary of the Guangdong 
Provincial Party Committee, delivered a speech to a joint session of the Guangdong 
Provincial Work Conference on Overseas Chinese Affairs and the Second Plenary Ses- 
sion of the Second Committee of the Guangdong Provincial Federation of Overseas 
Chinese Associations, emphasizing that since Guangdong is a principal native place 
of overseas Chinese, party organizations at all levels throughout the province must 
attach great importance to the role they have played in revolution and construction; 
they must also pay high attention to the work done by the office of Overseas Chinese 
Affairs and its implementation of the related policy; they must do a good job in 
this field in accordance with the guidelines of the kentral Committee instructions 
and further improve their performances in the service of the four modernizations. 


These two meetings which opened in Guangzhou on 27 July are still in progress to- 
day. A total of more than 1,000 comrades attended yesterday's session. Among them 
were representatives attending the two meetings, and office cadres from Guangzhou 
Municipality and other parts of Guangdong Province. Comrade Ren Zhongyi followed 
Comrade Liu Tianfu [0491 3944 1133], secretary of the Guangdong Provincial Party 
Committee and governor of Guangdong, in addressing the joint session. [Comrade Liu 
Tianfu's speech will be reported lated on.] The joint session was presided over by 
Ye Xuanping [5509 6693 1627] vice governor of Guangdong. 


Comrade Ren Zhengyi said: Why should we attach importance to the overseas Chinese 
role in revolution and construction? At issue is our understanding of their life. 
It seems clear that the great majority of them love their motherland. Their whole- 
hearted love for their motherland and native place remains unchanged and firm re- 
gardless of its poverty, no matter how sorrowful is their memory of their past in 
their homeland, no matter how far they live from their homeland, and how many gen- 
erations later. This seems to be an intrinsic characteristic unique to the Chinese 
people. Wherever they reside, they will never forget themselves at patriots always 
concerned with the ups and downs and destiny of their homeland. 





Comrade Ren Zhongyi said: The overseas Chinese had played an exceptional role in 
the history of the Chinese revolution. The democratic revolutionary movement to 
overthrow the Manchu government under the leadership of Sun Yat-sen was first con- 
ceived and launched by overseas Chinese with the continuing financial aid from 
overseas Chinese throughout the world. Sun Yat-sen was an overseas Chinese hin- 
self. Throughout its revolutionary struggle, our party has never failed to expect 
and count on support and aid from patriotic overseas Chinese. This was true in war- 
time. This has also been true since the founding of new China. The overseas 
Chinese occupy a glorious place in the history of the Chinese revolution. They 

can be expected to play still a more positive role in the development of their 
motherland's four modernizations program in the days ahead. Among the numerous 
overseas Chinese are talented people. Comrade Liao Chengzhi estimated the number 
of the overseas Chinese, returned overseas Chinese and their dependents at nearly 
100 million. This is indeed a great source of strength. Among them are experts in 
all fields of trade and professions including world-renowned scientists. Because 
they reside overseas, they usually enjoy access to new knowledge and new technology 
during their years. They are an important medium for economic and cultural ex- 
changes between China and foreign countries. They are expected to bring their role 
into full play when we speed up the pace of four modernizations, especially in their 
native place such as Guangdong. 


Comrade Ren Zhongyi said: Why should the overseas Chinese affairs command so much 
attention? The department in charge of the overseas Chinese affairs is an important 
aspect of our party's work. Its mission is to prcetect and encourage the patriotic 
and enthusiastic overseas Chinese to serve the four modernizations program and the 
great cause of the reunification of their motherland, This very important mission 
should be viewed as a common concern of all departments rather than just the Office 
of the Overseas Chinese Affairs. Party committees at all levels must attach great 
importance to and must be concerned with the work done in this field. They should 
strengthen their leadership over this work in order to guarantee its success. The 
Federation of the Overseas Chinese Associations has been named by the Central Com- 
mittee as one of six important mass organizations. The five others are federations 
of trade unions, youth, women, writers, and scientists. Party committees at all 
levels must attach importance to the work done by the Federation of Overseas Chinese 
Associations and the Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs. As this work now commands 
nationwide attention, Guangdong should attach even greater importance to it. 


Why should Guangdong be required by the Central Committee to enforce a special 
policy and carry out a flexible measure in this connection? Of course, there are 
many reasons for doing this. One of the most important reasons is that the over- 
seas Chinese mostly come from Guangdong as their principal native place. This is 
viewed by the Central Committee as a vantage point from which Guangdong can proceed 
tc develop its economy. If Guangdong wants to move a step ahead of other provinces 
in the development of four modernizations, it must do a good job in terms of over- 
seas Chinese affairs, and must assume the full responsibility to protect and en- 
courage patriotic and enthusiastic overseas Chinese to serve their motherland and 
native places, 


Comrade Ren Zhongyi said: Why should the implementation of the overseas Chinese 


policy deserve our grea’ attention? Because the job of protecting and encouraging 
the patriotic and enthusiastic overseas Chinese is an essential part of the policy. 


47 











There are two very important historical problems which remain: (1) the cases of 
those returned overseas Chinese and their dependents who have been falsely, un- 
justly and wrongly charged and sentenced still needs to be reviewed and corrected; 
(2) their economic problems, especially the problem of their homes still being oc- 
cupied by others, need to be urgently solved. Party committees at all levels must 
adopt a very active and serious attitude in dealing with and solving such problems. 
Certainly, the implementation of the overseas Chinese policy covers not only the 
need to settle problems left from the past but also the requirements for solving 

some practical problems, In other words, we must make conscientious efforts to im- 
plement the policy of “giving equitable treatment to all overseas Chinese without 

any discrimination, and paying special and proper attention to their well-being." 
Particularly noteworthy is the political aspect of their life. Returned overseas 
Chinese and their dependents should be given equitable treatment without any dis- 
crimination. Those who qualify for party and CYL membership should be permitted and 
encouraged to join; those who qualify for promotion and higher important positions 
should not be suppressed. We should pay attention to their economic needs and should 
show regard for their living habits, and speedily process the shipment of supplies 
coming in from abroad at their expense. At the same time, we must convey the party's 
line, principles and policies to them and strengthen ideological and political work. 


Comrade Ren Zhongyi emphasized; As soon as all returned overseas Chinese and their 
dependents are successfully settled, we can win greater support from overseas 
Chinese who remain overseas. We must also adopt a correct policy toward them and 
do a good job in this field. We welcome overseas Chinese and compatriots in Hong 
Kong and Macao to return to their homeland along with their offers of investment, 
cooperation or donations. But we should never extend our hands for their money and 
donations. Nor should we indicate any willingness to accept anything from them. 
This is our standing policy. Any acts contrary to this policy are a shame on our 
country and an embarrassment to the overseas Chinese involved. We also welcome 
overseas Chinese residents and overseas Chinese and compatriots in Hong Kong and 
Macao to return to their homeland where they can visit their relatives, sightsee, 
and embark on economic and cultural exchanges and cooperation. All localities 
should extend warm hospitality, and warm their hearte while in their motherland. 


Comrade Ren Zhongyi concluded his speech by saying: The party Central Committee 
has paid great attention to the work done by the Office of Overseas Chinese Af- 
fairs. Hu Yaobang and other leading comrades on the Central Committee have issued 
instructions after attending a briefing on this work. Recently, Comrade Hu Yaobang 
personally circulated a letter reflecting problems resulting from the implementation 
of the policy toward the overseas Chinese. This letter written by Comrade Lin 
Qingyun [2651 7230 0061], a returned overseas Chinese and cadre, has been published 
by RENMIN RIBAO, Since the party Central Committee has shown such a deep interest 
in this work, it deserves even greater attention from party committees at all levels 
throughout Guangdong Province. 


Comrades Ren Zhongyi's and Liu Tianfu's speeches were subjects of heated discussion 
by comrades who attended these two meetings yesterday afternoon. 


Rw 
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Liu Tianfu's Speech 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 3 Aug 81 pp 1,3 
[Article: "Two Conferences on Overseas Chinese Affairs Close in Guangzhou"™] 


[Text] The Guangdong Provincial Work Conference on Overseas Chinese Affairs and the 
Second Plenary Session of the Second Committee of the Guangdong Provincial Feder- 
ation of Overseas Chinese Associations closed yesterday with a speech by Liu Tianfu, 
secretary of the Guangdong Provincial Party Committee and governor of Guangdong 
Province. In his speech, he emphasized: Party organizations at all levels through- 
out the province and government must work together to strengthen their leadership 
over the work dealing with the overseas Chinese affairs, make further efforts to 
eliminate the influence of the "leftist" ideology, concentrate on the implementa- 
tion of the policy toward the overseas Chinese, and secure the services of overseas 
Chinese from Guangdong to our best advantage in our efforts to accelerate the pace 
of four modernizations. 


These two meetings were held to convey the guidelines of the Mational Work Forum on 
Overseas Chinese Affairs, to review the work done by the Office of Overseas Chinese 
Affairs and the Federation of Overseas Chinese Associations during the past year, 
to endorse their achievements and to exchange their experiences. Also discussed 
and studied at the meetings were problems of how thoroughly to implement the basic 
overseas Chinese affairs policy proposed by the Central Committee for this new 
period, how to preserve and carry forward the tradition of cherishing their home- 
land inherited by the overseas Chinese, how to further implement the overseas 
Chinese affairs policy, how to help the Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs and the 
Federation of Overseas Chinese Associations do a good job in connection with our 
efforts to accelerate the development of four modernizations in Guangdong Province. 


The meetings held that the thorough implementation of the basic overseas Chinese 
affairs policy calls for the continuous emancipation of the mind, and conscientious 
efforts to eliminate the influence of the "leftist" ideology and to overcome the 
erroneous "leftist" ideas and approaches in dealing with the overseas Chinese and 
returned overseas Chinese and their dependents. The meetings noted that the long 
existing deepening "leftist" influence on the overseas Chinese affairs front has 
resulted in a political discrimination against the returned overseas Chinese, 
economic infringements on their legitimate interests, and ignorance of their special 
character and needs for special care. The existence of this pernicious "leftist" 
iv vce is a great factor that has prevented our province from using the re- 

. of overseas Chinese from Guangdong to the best advantage and has dampened 
ti..4. enthusiasm for loving their motherland ant native place. 


$ 

The meetings emphasized that various overseas Chinese affairs’ policies must be 
firmly implemented in order to preserve and carry forward the tradition of cherish- 
ing the homeland inherited by the overseas Chinese and mobilize the returned over- 
seas Chinese and their dependents to work harder than ever; at present, various 
localities must continue to concentrate on the implementation of the humanitarian 
policy in connection with the reinvestigation and correction of cases of those re- 
turned overseas Chinese and their dependents who have been falsely, unjustly and 
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wrongly charged and sentenced, which must be completed as soon as possible, and score 
success in settling returned overser3 Chinese and overseas Chinese in distress; 
secondly, they must concentrate on grasping well the implementation of the housing 
policy affecting the overseas Chinese. 


In his speech, Comrade Liu Tianfu repeatedly emphasized the vital significance of 

the work done by the department in «charge of overseas Chinese affairs to the pro- 
posals for realizing great unity among the patriotic overseas Chinese, for facilita- 
ting the return of Taiwan to the embrace of the motherland, and for accelerating 

the pace of the four modernizations in Guangdong. He pointed out that it is entirely 
wrong to argue that the work done by the Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs carries 
rightist overtones or has gone too far to the right side; rather than going too far 
to the right side, progress in this work has been retarded by the existence of the 
"leftist" ideology. 


Comrade Liu Tianfu called on various localities and units to conduct a review of 

the achievements in the implementation of the overseas Chinese affairs policy, and 
take effective aeasures and make solid and conscientious efforts to solve the exist- 
ing problems one aiter another. He said: all cases of returned overseas Chinese 
and their dependents who have been falsely, unjustly and wrongly charged and sen- 
tenced must be thoroughly settled without leaving anything undone. At present, the 
implementation of the overseas Chinese housing policy presents a big problem. Of- 
ficial units must take the lead in returning houses they have occupied to those over- 
seas Chinese who own them. Various localities and units must strive to solve this 
problem within the next two years by setting aside a specific percentage of newly 
built housing units for use in the settlement of this issue through the implementa- 
tion of the overseas Chinese housing policy. Judicial organs must step in to handle 
those occupants of such houses who have adamantly refused to vacate them, thus 
creating a very bad case in civil disputes. Only in this way can the legitimate in- 
terests of overseas Chinese be protected. We must extend good hospitality to the 
overseas Chinese residents, Chinese nationals and compatriots from Hong Kong, Macao 
and Taiwan who are coming to their homeland for sightseeing and reunion with their 
relatives. Customs authority, border checkpoints, railways, ships, airports, rail- 
way stations, harbour authority and other units must pay attention to improving 
their service attitude and service quality so as to leave a good impression on then. 


Comrade Liu Tianfu said: This overseas Chinese affairs work must be strengthened in 
connection with the implementation of the guidelines of the work conference of 
Guangdong and Fujian Provinces and special economic zones recently called by the 
State Council. The Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs should do a good job of 
studying what it can and must do to stimulate fully the interests of overseas 
Chinese from Guangdong in developing their home province's industrial and agri- 
cultural production, in expanding its economic relations with foreign countries, 

and in local economic construction. It must also do everything possible to en- 
courage overseas Chinese and organize their capital to develop Hainan. 


In conclusion, Comrade Liu Tianfu pointed out: Aware that the Office of Overseas 
Chinese Affairs in our province faces a very difficult task, party organizations 
and local governments at all levels must effectively strengthen their leadership, 
and truly list the overseas Chinese affairs as an item on their agenda so that they 
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can schedule regular meetings to discuss and study them. They must urge and help 
the Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs to do a good job of implementing the related 
policy, and attach importance to the positive role played by the Federation of Over- 
seas Chinese Associations. The Federation of Overseas Chinese Associations is a 
mass organization and therefore should be treated in much the same way as the feder- 
ations of trade unions, youth, women, scientists, and writers and artists are 
treated. All these mass organizations deserve the same assistance in solving their 
practical problems. The Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs must step up investi- 
gations and study so that it will be able to keep party committees and government in- 
formed of what is going on and give them recommendations and suggestions in connec- 
tion with its business. Various departments and units must attach and support this 
work, 


These meetings opened in Guangzhou on 27 July. Their joint opening session featured 
a speech by Vice Governor Ye Xuanping [5509 6693 1627] of Guangdong Province, and a 
report on overseas Chinese affairs by Xu Shengshou [1776 4939 0719], director of the 
Guangdong Provincial Office of Overseas Chinese Affairs. 

The two meetings were attended by more than 300 representatives including respon- 
sible comrades from various prefectural executive offices, municipal and county 
governments, various overseas Chinese affairs departments, and various units di- 
rectly under the provincial level authorities, and members of the Federation of 
Overseas Chinese Associations, as well as representatives of the various local over- 
seas Chinese associations and of returned overseas Chinese. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


LITERATURE AND ART URGED TO INFLUENCE LIFE 


Shanghai WENHUI BAO in Chinese 10 Jul 81 p 3 


[Article by He Yin [0149 7299]: "Literature and Art Should Not Only Recapture 
Life, But Also Influence It - An Exchange of Opinions with Comrades Sun Xun [1327 
6676] and Wan Qinghua [5502 1987 5478]"] 


[Text } Synopsis: The proposition that literature and art should not 
only recapture life but also explain life is, in terms of the 
function of literature and art, is not quite accurate. Because 
explaining life is by no means the entire function and ultimate 
function of literature and art. In order to illustrate how 
literature and art recapture life and in turn react on life, 
especially in the case of our work in revolutionary literature 
and art, we may entertain the proposition that literature and 
art should not only recapture life but also influence it. 


WENHUIBAO published an article by Comrades Sun Xun and Wan Qinghua (the issue of 1 
May 1981, p 3) entitled “Literature and Art Should Not Only Recapture Life But 

Also Explain it." The article stresses that, apart from “recapturing life," liter- 
ature and art also play the role of "explaining life"; it also correctly points 

out that these roles of "recapturing life" and "explaining life" on the part of 
literature and art "do not become estranged or cut off from each other but permeate 
and blend with each other. In conjunction with the above viewpoint, expounded by 
certain creative thinkers in the circles of literature and art at present, the 
article exhibits a certain relevance and is also capable of producing some good 
effects. But it also has its shortcomings. Such shortcomings are mainly reflected 
in the following: First, even though the article speaks of how "recapturing life" 
and "explaining life" “penetrate and blend with each other," when it does concretely 
treat the two, it still ends up making them "become estranged or cut off from each 
other," as it stresses them as if they are two separate functions of literature and 
art. Meanwhile, it takes “recapturing life" and “explaining life" as the "total 
functions" of literature and art, and even asserts that only after “recapturing 

life" and "explaining life" can literature and art be “considered as having fulfilled 
their total duties and responsibilities," while it fails to mention that literature 
and art also play the major role of guiding life forward. Second, the article 
asserts it viewpoint mainly on the basis of a passage from Chernyshevsky, yet it 
fails to provide any concrete analysis of this passage. In response to the above 
shortcomings, this article expresses the following views for discussion. 
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Literary and Artistic Works Recapture Life and at the Same Time Explain Life 
Through the Authors’ Understanding of Life 


Literature and art recapture life, or literature and art are the recapture of life: 
this is a materialistic, and also a realistic, proposition; it is a fundamental 

law among all objective literary and artistic laws. As a social ideology, the re- 
capture of life by literature and art is always achieved through the subjective 
mental activities of the literary and artistic authors. Comrade Mao Zedong said: 
"In their conceptual forms, literary and artistic works are all products of reflec- 
tion of social life in man's mentality." All literary and artistic works recapturing 
life (so long as they are worthy of being regarded as such a recapture of life) 
include the respective understandings of the recaptured life on the part of the 
literary and artistic authors, and embody the various explanations of life based on 
the respective understandings of the authors: whether such explanations are super- 
ficial or profound, partial or comprehensive, twisted or accurate, artificial or 
substantive, they are all explanations. There is no such literary and artistic 
work which is “directly" reflected from life, i.e., a work recaptured in literature 
and art without going through a certain understanding of life by an author. Literary 
and artistic works recapture life through the authors’ understanding of life and at 
the same time explain life; the more profoundly an author grasps the reality of 
life and the more thoroughly he understands the meaning of life, the deeper will be 
the degree to which his work recaptures life. Such depth of the recapture of life 
and the depth of the explanation of life are entirely consistent and not fundamen- 
tally two different things. The article by Comrades Sun and Wan acknowledges on 
the one hand that "the more authentically and profoundly a literary and artistic 
work recaptures the realistic life of a certain given era, the more it is of 
perceptual value, educational value, and esthetic value"; on the other hand it also 
says that it will not do by simly “recapturing life" this way, but there is still 
the need to “explain life." This «ind of exposition is inaccurate and self-contra- 
dictory. 


At its beginning, this article quotes the following passage from Chernyshevsky in 
his "The Esthetic Relationship Between Art and Reality"; "Recapturing life is the 
characteristic of the general nature of art, its essence. Artistic works often also 
have another function--explaining life: they often still have another function: 
passing judgment on the phenomena of life." The fact that the article takes 
"recapturing life" and “explaining life" as two functions originated from here. 
Below I would like to offer some analyses of this artistic viewpoint on the part of 
Chernyshevsky. 


We all know that Chernyshevsky was a well-known materialistic thinker, a great 
revolutionary democratic fighter of 19th-century Russia. This materialistic view 

of art that recapturing life is the essence of art as put forward by him is connected 
together with his famous definition on beauty that “beauty is life." Originally, 
the view of looking at art as the recapture of reality had a long history; people 
gnerally think that it originated with Aristotle of ancient Greece. Chernyshevsky 
thought that the inventor of this view was Democritus, who was even earlier than 
Aristotle, and France's Laishin [phonetic] of the 18th Century was its greatest 
defender. By the 19th century, Hegel, following Kant, opposed this recapture view. 
The reigning idealist esthetics at the time took beauty as the s isual manifestation 
of absolute rationality; real beauty could not be found in reality, and art served 
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to fill up this lack in reality; hence, artistic beauty was higher than realistic 
beauty. The view put forward by Chernyshevsky, that beauty is life and the essence 
of art constituted the materialist version of esthetics in terms of recapture of 
life, which represented a diametrical criticism of idealist esthetics and suggested 
outstanding ideological and artistic significance. But, just as Chernyshevsky him- 
self said, his writing of the pamphlet “The Esthetic Relationship Between Art and 
Reality" “was an attempt to solve the basic questions of esthetics with Feuerbach's 
ideas"; therefore, he was subject to the influence of Feuerbach, and his materialist 
viewpoint was also tinged with an intuitive character. He emphasized that the beauty 
in reality “is thoroughly authentic," "is fully satisfactory." On the one hand, he 
correctly pointed out “in nature and life, there is nothing which exists only in 
abstract"; an artistic work "should reduce abstract things as much as possible, 

and do its best to concretely reflect everything in a lively scene and in individ- 
ual forms." On the other hand, he also stressed that realistic beauty is higher 
than artistic beauty and did his best to depreciate artistic beauty, taking art as 
but a realistic and extremely uncouth "duplicate." Here we can see that, when 
Chernyshevsky criticized the partiality of idealism, because he did not master 
dialectical materialism, he also induced another partiality. In spite of the fact 
that he stressed recaptured reality to the height of considering it to be the 
essence of art, his interpretation of recaptured reality was somehow marked by an 
intuitive, mechanical-materialistic imprint. 


Yet, Chernyshevsky was, after all, a great revolutionary democratic fighter. He 
understood and paid great attention to the role of literature and art in social 
life. If literature and art were merely a simple duplication of realistic life and 
far from being as authentic as reality, then what major social role could literature 
and art develop? Hence, Chernyshevsky made a timely amendment himself by putting 
forward their function of “explaining life." He put it this way: "The main function 
of art is to recapture life," but “explaining life, passing judgment on the phenomena 
of life, is also often raise to the status of first importance." I wonder if we 

may perceive such views of Chernyshevsky this way: attributing equally important 
meaning to “recapturing life" and “explaining life" is of course correct; but 
separating the two and make them two separate functions of art is in fact cutting 
them apart, which would be inadvisable. Therefore, it would be also inappropriate 
to postulate a theory of recapturing life and explaining life being the two functions 
of art on the basis of his above views. Affirming and exalting such views can 
easily lead to two problems: First, recapture of life itself includes explanation 
of life and passing judgment on life. If a literary and artistic work's recapture 
of life proves to be partial or even twisted, that means that the explanation of, 
and judgment on, life are also partial of twisted; this would have something to do 
with the author having come up with a partial or twisted understanding of life. 

The author would thus not be able to shirk his responsibility. If recapturing life 
and explaining life are viewed as two separate function of literature and art, then 
when the above situation is encountered, some authors would be liable to emphasize 
that this is a recapture of certain aspects of life and not paying attention to 

how life is recaptured or what realistic effects are actually brought about; nor 
would they try to find out the cause as to what kind of understanding and perception 
of life they have come up with in their own subjectivity. Second, explanation of 
life should be realized mainly through the symbolic recapture of life. If another 
function of explaining life is appended after recapturing life, that would likely 
lead to their expressing opinions about the images of life and characters of 
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personalities in their works, attaching footnotes to them, and thereby bringing 
about conceptualized things. In the different opinion expressed by Plekhanov about 
Chernyshevsky's views was included precisely this point of concern. As for some 
people to take the passing of judgment on life as a third function in addition to 
the explanation of life, that would aggravate this problem even further. In the 
case of the above two problems, they have by no means failed to prop us in our 
realistic literary and artistic work; therefore we cannot but pay some attention in 
our theoretical explorations. 


Literature and Art Must Not Only Recapture Life and Explain Life, More Importantly 
They Must Exert Influence on Life 


Literature and<art must not only recapture life but also explain life: this two- 
function theory is inaccurate, and defective, one aspect of the reason having already 
been stated above. On the other hand, it has not explained any practical problems 
in the treatment of the relationship between literature ang art and life and as to 
what effects literature and art have on life and how to bring about such effects. 
Marx said, philosophy cannot just explain the world in different ways; the problem 
is to change the world. Literature and art should also be like this; they must not 
only recapture life and explain life; more importantly, they must evert influence 
on life, promote the development of life. Actually, if we but study a bit more 
seriously we would immediately discover that the explanation of life as broached 
by Chernyshevsky somewhat already more or less includes such an idea. Lunacharsky 
thought that Chernyshevsky “longed just as Marx said, not to explain the world, but 
to change the world"; this was of course an overestimation because Chernyshevsky 
was still unable to perceive and solve the relationship between explaining the 
world and changing the world from the height of philosophical world view of dialec- 
tical materialism. But he made his demands from the political and ideological 
viewpoint of revolutionary people's democracy in order to let art give scope to 

its role of awakening the people and exposing the tsarist autocracy; this point 
was very strong. For instance, when he explained passing judgment on the vicissi- 
tudes of life, he emphasized that an artist could not just recapture the aspects 

of life which pleased him but must recapture the things interesting to his con- 
temporaries and thereby "put forward or solve problems arising in life for thought- 
ful people." When he specifically reviewed "Russian Literary Concepts in the 
Gogoli Period" of literary development, he clearly demanded “to understand literature 
as a powerful force exerting influence on the development of our social life" and 
"leaving a wholesome impact on the intellectual life in society." 


In the history of literary development and realistic literary work, the question as 
to how to treat and handle the influence literature has on social life has, in 
contrast to the question that literature must at the same time explain life while 
it recaptures it, been explored far more often and also of far greater significance. 
The article by Comrades Sun and Wan takes Balzac's works as example in citing as 
the basis of his theory that literature has the two functions of recapturing life 
and explaining life, but Balzac's ideas of creation and the ideas reflected by his 
creative practice do not all happen to have to do with this, nor are they limited 
to this. Balzac declared that he wanted to be the French society's "secretary" 
and he wanted to write its “history of customs; did he mean in this connection the 
so-called "recaptured life" which included no explanation of life? Then, in 
saying that the history of customs he wanted to write would include the listing of 
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good and bad behavior, the description of characters, the selection of principal 
events, and the molding Of typical personalities, could these depart from under- 
standing and perceiving social life or exclude explaining social life and passing 
judgment on it? The article says that only what Balzac said about how literature 
must not only describe the manifestations of life but also expound the reason 

why such manifestations come about and the significance behind personalities and 
events belongs to the "realm" of “explaining life"; then, for what is the revela- 
tion of such reason and such significance intended? Balzac wanted to let his 
history of customs become a force exerting influence upon society; this attempt 
was quite obvious. The explorations and discussions we are carrying on around 
certain questions of creation today indicate that some pertain to the question as 
to whether a recapture of life should include an explanation of life, but in 
reality the crucial point lies with how to understand and handle the exertion of 
influence on life by literature, especially the question of an exertion of good 
influence. Take, for example, what has been called the practice of displaying the 
dark side of life, the reason here is not that life is not explained (perhaps some 
comrades think life should be precisely explained that way), but that the question 
as to what influence should literature exert on life is not properly solved, that 
no attention is paid to correctly and dialectically explaining life and passing 
judgment on it, so that not very wholesome social effects have resulted. 
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